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CASE DISMISSED 


Judge: Eminent domain suit 'baseless' 



blighted,” he wrote, adding that the plain- 
tiff’s allegation that the public would not 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A federal judge this week dis- 
missed the central lawsuit against 
Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards, strik- 
ing a major blow to opponents of the 
$4-billion, arena, residential, retail 
and office skyscraper project. 

The costly lawsuit — officially 
known as Goldstein v. Pataki, taking 
the name of its lead plaintiff, Daniel 
Goldstein of Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn, and the former governor — 
sought to challenge the government’s 
right to seize privately owned property 
and turn it over to a private developer, 
seizing on a line of attack left open by 
the Supreme Court’s controversial 
2005 Kelo decision. 

In that watershed 5-4 ruling, the 
High Court upheld the right of govern- 
ments to seize property long as the pri- 
vate project served a public purpose 
and had been “carefully considered” — 
two legal requirements that Ratner’s 


“Jobs, Housing and Hoops” 
scheme did 
dismissed suit charged. 

Brooklyn District Court 
Judge Nicholas Garaufis rul- 
ed that the plaintiffs — 13 
condemned property own- 
ers, including the manage- 
ment of Freddy’s Bar on 
Dean Street — hadn’t 
shown “sufficient” evidence 
that the developer, or the 
Empire State Development 
Corporation, 

demned land for the project, 
had abused the govern- 
ment’s power to take private property. 

Garaufis said that while the ESDC 
and the developer may have overstated 
the public benefit of the glitzy, Frank 
Gehry-designed development, there 
was still enough benefit to legitimate 
the taking. 

“(T]he project will create large quanti- 
ties of housing and office space, as well 
as a sports arena, in an area that is mostly 


benefit from Atlantic Yards is “baseless.” 
State officials cheered the decision, 
which affirmed a February recom- 
mendation by a special judicial master 
that the federal case should be dis- 
missed and refiled in state court. 

“This is yet another instance in which 
the project has stood up to legal scrutiny,” 


said ESDC spokesman Errol Cockfield. 

Plaintiffs’ attorney Matthew Brinck- 
erhoff said he would appeal the ruling. 

“We are confident that the appellate 
court will allow this case to proceed to 
trial . . . [where] the citizens of New 
York will finally learn the real reason 
plaintiffs’ properties were selected to 
be forcibly taken,” Brinckerhoff said. 

While several cases against Atlantic 
Yards are pending, the case dismissed 
was the only challenge specifically 
focused on the state’s use of eminent 
domain, and the only challenge that 
had a chance of blocking the project 
completely. 

An expert on governmental takings, 
Steven Anderson of the anti-eminent 
domain Institute for Justice, said Brinc- 
kerhoff had a tough road ahead of him. 

“New York law isn’t written to favor 
homeowners or small businesses,” An- 
derson said. “It favors the beneficiaries 
of eminent domain.” 

Ratner declined a request to com- 
ment on the big win. 


Coney wants 1 more ride 


By Christopher Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Coney Island’s historic Astroland Park did 
the tilt-a-whirl this week — first putting all 
its rides up for sale, then apparently pulling 
them back as elected officials scambled to 
give the doomed amusement park one last 
ride. 

The topsy-turvy week started with the 44- 
year-old funland posting its rides — including 
Dante’s Inferno, the water flume, and the 
dreaded Pirate Ship, but not the city-owned 
landmark Cyclone rollercoaster, of course — 
on a camy auction Web site, Ital International. 

The move was not a surprise, given that late 
last year, a real-estate developer bought the 
land under Astroland from the Albert family 
and announced that the amusement park would 
be razed after the 2007 season. 

So the real surprise came a few days later, 
when Carol Albert abruptly announced that the 
rides were no longer for sale — and that she 
was desperate to find vacant lots near the fa- 
bled Boardwalk to house Astroland for another 
season or two. 

Elected officials rushed to lend their support 
— moral and otherwise. 

“Astroland and the Albert family have 
helped define Coney Island’s unique character 
over the last half-century,” said Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz. “And we are working with 
them and the city to find the best way for them 
to continue to contribute to its bright future.” 

Others have a different vision of that bright 
future. Joe Sitt’s Thor Equities bought the As- 



A young tyke enjoys the carousel at Astroland, one the 
three-dozen rides for sale at the soon-to-dose funland. 


troland site late last year to level and build a 
$2-billion Vegas-style amusement-condo com- 

Thor’s theme park would include movie 
theaters, beachfront luxury condos, a 150-foot 
waterslide, a multi-level carousel, and first new 
roller coaster since the Cyclone was built in 
1927. 

To build his Xanadu, Sitt needs a city rezo- 
niong — one that city officials have been re- 
luctant to give, though negotiations continue. 
Neither Sitt nor city officials would comment 
on those talks for this article. 

In the meantime, the Albert family and its 
supporters spent this week hoping to find a 
new place for the fun, eyeing three empty lots 
on the Boardwalk, sources said. 

“I know the spaces, and they’ve been empty 
for years,” said Stan Fox, a coin-operated 
game distributor who volunteers at the Coney 
Island History Project. “Astroland can grow at 
the other locations. We need more amuse- 

Fortunately for Astroland, the city appears 
eager to help the family-run park live on. 

“We are working with Carol Albert to iden- 
tify a temporary site . . . and hope we will be 
successful,” said Janel Patterson, a spokes- 
woman for the city Economic Development 
Corporation. 

Despite all the frenetic activity, all of Al- 
bert’s rides remain on the Ital Web site, with 
prices ranging from $25,000 to $500,000. 

“Carol is waiting to see what options pres- 
ent themselves,” said Chuck Reichenthal, dis- 
trict manager of Community Board 13. 


City puts vendors on Hook 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The Parks Department has told a 
much-loved group of Latin American 
food vendors that they will be booted 
from their positions around Red 
Hook Park if another group or corpo- 
ration serves up higher permit fees. 

More than a dozen mom and pop 
vendors have been doling out enchi- 
ladas and ceviches for about 30 years 
around the once-seedy, now-popular 
park, and have paid the city seasonal 
permit fees of more than $9,000. 

But now the Parks Department 



A Red Hook ballfields food vendor satisfies a customer, but for how long? 


wants to put the permits up for open 
bid, raising the possibility that the ven- 
dors will be out after this summer. 

“We want to standardize the permit- 
ting process, so the [Red Hook] ven- 
dors will have to go through the normal 
bidding process,” said Parks Depart- 
ment spokesman Phil Abramson. 

The open market has created a fren- 
zy for permits in high-visibility areas 
like the plaza in front of the Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art, where a permit to 
sell hot dogs and pretzels costs 
$320,000. But permits in less-trafficked 
See VENDORS on page 14 



Pooch Cafe 

Downtown gal is a private 
chef to some upscale dogs! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Megan Montgomery, arguably New York’s first 
personal chef for dogs, prepares her haute canine 
cuisine in Downtown Brooklyn, with an 11-year-old 
terrier-and-Dachshund taste-tester named Milo and 
a firm belief that your dog is what he eats. 

“The idea is a Dean and DeLuca for dogs,” said 
Montgomery of her company, Zen Chien Personal 
Chef Service for Dogs. 

She’s not exaggerating. Her 
dishes seem to have come straight 
from a Smith Street menu: 

Mediterranean ground lamb, with 
whole wheat couscous, blueber- 
ries and fresh-grated squash; 
beefy macaroni with ground sir- 
loin, sweet peas, sardines, and 
ganic tomato sauce; Caribbean 
chicken, with shredded, free-range 
meat, jasmine brown rice, finely 
chopped mango and grated zuc- 

Mouthwatering? Hang on: it’s 
for dogs! But humans love it, too. 

“I do taste the food as I cook it,” 
said Montgomery, who works out of her Duffield Street 
home. She adds calcium-rich ground bone-meal, 
omega-6 and -3, vitamin B-12, and multivitamins to 
make sure ZenChien food is extra healthy for pups. 

“Nothing goes into it that I would not eat myself, 
with the exception of sardines, and that is just because I 
don’t like them.” 

But Milo does. He’s Montgomery’s official food- 
taster . . . and guinea pig. 

“I also gave samples to friends and co-workers and 
asked for feedback,” said Montgomery. “Did they no- 
tice a change in their level of enthusiasm after eating? 
Did it cause an upset stomach? Do they normally leave 
food in their bowl? Stuff like that. Most of all, I kept a 
close eye (and still do) on Milo’s coat, muscle defini- 
tion, weight, stool and teeth. I even sent in a blood sam- 
ple to test his calcium level.” 

Fair enough. But to see whether a pup other than 


Milo would like the gourmet eats, Montgomery hosted 
two noted canine gourmands; Agnes, a yellow chow, 
and Gunnar, a chocolate Lab. 

Gunnar’s owner, Corey Szopinski, warned that his 
dog, like the first President Bush, despises broccoli. 
“Bananas, though, he will eat them until he explodes.” 

Preliminaries aside, Montgomery cut open a vacu- 
um-sealed bag of Caribbean chicken, while the humans 
closely monitored the dogs' reactions. They weren’t 
subtle: All three devoured their por- 
tions and pleaded for more. 

“I think he liked it,” said Szopin- 
ski, of Gunnar. 

The next course was macaroni, 
also, apparently, a rousing success, 
with the dogs wolfing down the 
meal like, well, like wolves rather 
than dogs. 

“Gunnar definitely liked it,” Szo- 
pinski said. “If I put a bowl of that 
food next to a bowl of dry food, 
he’d eat the bowl of wet food. And 
then he’d eat the bowl of dry food.” 
But Szopinski was doubtful Gun- 
nar would become a full-time cus- 
tomer. Depending on dog-size, the 
service runs between $8 and $ 1 8 a day. 

“I might do it every once in a while, just to mix 
things up,” said Szopinski. “But I don’t think I could af- 
ford to do it every week.” 

Jeff Cretan said Agnes was a fan, too: “She loves 
fresh food. There’s a noticeable pleasure difference.” 

Montgomery concocted the idea for ZenChien after 
Milo was diagnosed with a lip tumor in 2005 . 

“When I asked my vet if there was anything I could 
do, he didn't have many answers,” recalled Mont- 
gomery. “I did an investigation . . . and I started cook- 
ing for Milo in January, 2006. He’s had no tumor re- 

And, to those who think the cost is simply too high, 
Montgomery counters with this: “Dogs love uncondi- 
tionally, and ZenChien offers a healthy vehicle to re- 
turn the unconditional love of a dog through excep- 
tional food.” 



CONEY ISLAND HAS A NEW HOT DOG: JOEY CHESTNUT! 



New world record holder Joey Chestnut during 
his astounding performance last week. 
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(Eat this, Japan!) 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

American eating phenom Joey 
Chestnut — who finished a close sec- 
ond to world champion Takeru 
Kobayashi at last July’s hot dog-eat- 
ing contest at Coney Island — has 
chomped right through Kobayashi’s 
all-time record, downing 59-1/2 hot 
dogs and buns last week in a regional 
qualifying heat in Arizona. 

The stunning consumption of Chest- 
nut — whose personal best before Sat- 
urday was 52 HDBs last July 4 — 
makes Kobayashi something he’s never 
been before: the underdog at the annual 
Independence Day contest at Nathan’s 
in Coney Island. 


Some are calling Chestnut’s 59-1/2 
HDB performance the greatest achieve- 
ment in the history of human competi- 

“It’s the greatest achievement in the 
history of human competition,” said 
George Shea, chairman of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Competitive Eat- 
ing, the governing body of all stomach- 
centered sports. 

“I saw the 1969 Super Bowl. I saw 
Michael Jordan’s three-peat (although, 
admittedly, I was getting a sandwich dur- 
ing one of the peats). I saw Secretariat 
win the Belmont by 31 lengths. What 
Chestnut has done makes all those sport- 
ing achievements look like a one-run 
See CHESTNUT on page 6 



Never world record holder Gersh Kuntzman ques- 
tioned Chestnut's reliance on air conditioning. 


59 . 5 * 


Chestnut's 'record' is tainted 


by modern air conditioning 


I T DOESN’T TAKE ANYTHING 
away from world-record-holding eat- 
er Joey Chestnut to say that his 59- 
1/2 hot dog and bun achievement last 
week is a joke. 

Like Bob Beamon’s wind-aided 
1968 Olympic long jump in the thin air 
of Mexico City, Barry Bond’s “clear”- 
and “cream”-aided 73 homer season in 
2001, or Roger Maris’s eight-extra- 
game home-run season in 1961, Chest- 
nut’s 59-1/2 HDB record should have 
an asterisk — at least until he repeats 
the “achievement” under actual game 


I THE BROOKLYN 


ANGLElMm 
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conditions. 

Without air conditioning, I mean. 

Certainly Chestnut is one of histo- 
ry’s greatest eaters. But the full impact 
of what he did last Saturday in an air- 
conditioned shopping mall outside of 
See ASTERISK on page 6 
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Energy Saving 


Specialist in Lamp Repair & Chandelier Restoration 
Floor & Table Lamps • Lamp Shades • Ceiling Fans ■ Mirros 
Tables ■ Decorative Accessories 



1073 - 39th St. 

(cor. Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 


(718)436-2207 

Family Owned and 
Operated for over 30 years 


Mon. &Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 


WHAT'S IN YOUR 

EMERGENCY 

GO BAG? 



I t’s no joke. Emergencies like fires, floods and blackouts 
happen, and most New Yorkers are not prepared. That’s 
why everyone in your family needs a GO BAG - a collection 
of supplies ready to carry if you have to evacuate your home. 


Here’s what should be in your GO BAG: 



V J 


Your GO BAG should be a sturdy, easy-to-carry container 
like a backpack or suitcase on wheels. Keep it easily 
accessible. Keep a second, smaller supply kit in your car. 

WANT TO LEARN MORE? Take our interactive Readiness 
Quiz at www.nyredcross.org/brooklynlO and you’ll receive 
a free 16-page Family Preparedness Guide. Plus you’ll be 
eligible to win a fully-stocked Red Cross GO BAG for two. 


Get Ready, Brooklyn! 


GET A KIT • MAKE A PLAN • BE INFORMED 
www.nyredcross.org/brooklynlO 



READY 

N E W YO R K 
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Sponsored by a grant from the New York City Council 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

June 9 



In the 'Jungle' 

Park Slope's Puppet- 
works is staging an all- 
marionette version of 
Rudyard Kipling's "The 
Jungle Book," a kid- 
friendly story that fol- 
lows Mowgli (pictured) 
and his adventures in the 
jungle. You won't need 
to pull strings to get in 
though, the show is run- 
ning on alternate Satur- 
days through August. 

12:30 and 2:30 pm at Puppet- 
works (338 Sixth Ave., at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope). $7 for 
kids, $8 for adults. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 965-3391. 


SUNDAY 

June 10 

Feeling 

Moody 

Rick Moody, author of 
"The Ice Storm," comes 
to Proteus Gowanus to- 
day, but not for a read- 
ing. Musical Moody, who 
also sings with the Wing- 
dale Community Singers, 
is teaming up with artist 
Nina Katchadourian to 
perform "a Powerpoint 
presentation in song." 

7 pm at Proteus Gowanus 
(543 Union St., at Nevins 
Street in Carroll Gardens). $5. 



TUESDAY 

June 1 2 



Pork it 

With bathing suit season 
upon us, the fine folks at 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Conservancy are offering 
free exercise classes to 
anyone who's in need of 
a tone up. Today's class 
focuses on plyometrics, 
exercises that use the 
weight of your body to 
create resistance during 
explosive movements. 

7 pm at the Boardwalk in 
Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park. 
Free. For information, call (718 ) 
802-0603. Bring your own mat! 


THURSDAY 

June 14 


Girls on film 

Tonight, Hadassah Brook- 
lyn hosts "Princesses 
and Yentas," a panel dis- 
cussion on the portrayal 
of Jewish women in film, 
stage and TV. Local 
actors, writers, casting 
directors and producers 
will be speaking as part 
of the panel. Get there 
early — a light kosher 
dinner will be served. 

6 pm at Congregation Mt. 
Sinai (250 Cadman Plaza West 
between Tillary and Clark 
streets in Brooklyn Heights). 
$25. For information, call 
(718) 382-6454. 



FRIDAY 

June 1 5 



Proud Mary 

Ex-Helium front woman 
Mary Timony brings her 
band to Death by Audio 
tonight in support of 
their new record, "The 
Shapes We Make." 
Though she recently relo- 
cated from Boston to 
Washington, DC, Timony 
hasn't lost the sharp wit 
or strange, mystical lyrics 
that she's known for. 

8 pm at Death by Audio (49 
S. Second St, at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg). $8. 
For information, visit 
www.toddpnyc.com. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 














xtfSATNICK 

We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 





Hartley F. Satnick 
The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


Visit us at our new location 


187 State Street 

(off Court St) 


Through Google 
looking glass 



pictures of her bookshelf. 

Google’s Lars Rasmussen says that Street View is not an inva- 
sion of privacy since all photos used for the project were taken in 
public places. Despite some folks' conniptions, an entire subculture 
around Street View popped up literally overnight. One site, map- 
mole.com, is dedicated to some of the silly, saucy and scary images 
captured by the project’s photo vans. That got us thinking: are there 
sunbathers, giant pumpkins, crimes in progress or something that 
looks like E.T. in the photos snapped of Brooklyn Heights? 

The first thing you notice when trolling the virtual streets is that 
people sure love to double park in our neighborhood. On the days 
the photos were taken, countiess delivery tracks, vans and civilian 
vehicles congested the area. A Street View jaunt down Remsen 
Street turns up two gents in what appear to be matching khaki jack- 

ets who may or may not be 

the street’s famous “Goggle 
Brothers.” 

While it may take days, 
weeks or months for us to 
really find something juicy 
in this vision of Brooklyn 
Heights preserved in time 
like a bug in amber, many 
natives who have since 
moved out of the area are 
using Street View as a way 
to take a virtual trip down 
memory lane. 

“I went home again yes- 
terday,” Philadelphia Daily 
News columnist Bill Con- 


stoop 


C'GARDENS 
BAY RIDGE 


Move Fowler! 


Ion wrote recently. 

“Who says you can’t go there? I started at the comer of Hicks 
Street and Grace Court — my home stickball field street in 
Brooklyn Heights more than 60 years ago. On my left, were 
brownstones dating to the mid- 19th century, now renovated into 
seven-figure townhouses.” 

And while the Grace Court of Conlon’s youth will soon be 
made over into condos, it will forever be preserved in cyber- 
space via Street View. Maybe that’s worth giving up your cat’s 
right to privacy for, after all. 

Homer Fink is publisher of Brooklyn Heights Blog 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Sighting: One day after Galapagos Art Space announced 
it would move to DUMBO, we caught the director of the art fac- 
tory, Robert Elmes, walking out of the DUMBO General 
Store with The Brooklyn Paper under his arm. Smart man. . . . 
Our pal Mildred Onken, who lives in Concord Village, was 
recendy honored by the Red Cross for her many years of vol- 
unteer work in Brooklyn. She is the widow of George Onken. 
who was general counsel of the Long Island Rail Road. Eliza- 
beth Lindenmayer, who lives at 60 Remsen St., was also 
honored. . . . Kids from PS 307 — which was recendy adopted 
by the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership, the DUMBO Im- 
provement District and Councilwoman Letitia James 
got free tickets to Sunday’s Mets game as a reward for each 
reading 10 books during their recent book-a-thon. Alas, the Mets 
lost, but as any book reader knows, this season is going to have 
a happy ending. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 



A real street address, not a P.0. Box 
Package notification 
Full-service mail & package receiving 
Mail holding & forwarding 
Call-in Mailcheck 
E-mail notification 
Only 


The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 


BOERUM HILL 



, _ _ _ _ 231 Bergen St.: 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths. 

(718) 596-3333 toclude 8 s home-entertainment system 
See our listings: with flat - screen TV' 8 ' * W000 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


Number 16’s ‘Court -ing bids 


(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 


By Melissa Saks 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The owners of one of Brook- 
lyn’s tallest buildings — the 38- 
story office tower at 16 Court St. 

— are accepting offers to sell 
the historic icon, The Brooklyn 
Paper has learned. 

A source told the Paper that the 
building is being shopped around 
for $130 million — though the 
source believes the building is 
worth between $60 and $80 mil- 
lion. 

There is considerable interest 
in the property, one of many 
Downtown buildings riding a 
wave of luxury development and 
renovations throughout the area. 

When the Downtown Brooklyn 
upzoning was approved in 2004, 
many planners believed that the 
new right to build taller structures 
would result in more office space 
construction. But in the past 18 
months, the trend — at Albee _g 
Square, Willoughby Street and | 
elsewhere — has been towards in- “ 
creased residential development. 4 

In addition, old office build- t 
ings are being turned into luxury £ 
condos, such as the Belltel Lofts J- 
on Bridge Street, a historic tele- 1 
phone building where units range “ 
from $470,000 to over $3 mil- ' 
lion, said Hal Henenson, execu- The tower at 16 Court St. 
five director of development Street, is for sale. 



it the corner of Montague 


marketing at Prudential Douglas 
Elliman. 

“People who are savvy know 
what’s going on in Downtown 
Brooklyn,” Henenson said. 

Savvy, but not necessarily 
talking; management and the 
owners of 16 Court St. declined 
to comment for this story. 

The 1920s-era building is 
filled with offices — though at 
least one local official dreams of 
it following the residential trend. 

“I’ve always had a fantasy of 
turning the tower into residential 
property and leaving the rest 
commercial,” said Rob Perris, 
district manager of Community 
Board 2, which includes Brook- 
lyn Heights and Downtown. 
“You could have a residential en- 
trance on Montague Street.” 

Either way, some tenants look 
forward to new ownership. 

“We hear all kinds of things 
and we hope for the best because 
the place is turning into a 
dump,” said Richard Goldberg, 
who has a law office in the 
building. “We need some new 
hands to get in here and put mil- 
lions of dollars into much-need- 
ed refurbishments. The manage- 
ment now barely gets this place 
painted. We’ve been here 30 
years, and I’d say it was about 
20 too long.” 


Each year 350 million cartridges end up in America's landfills. 

Your cartridge is empty, not broken! 

We are a 1,400 store international franchise that has been 
refilling cartridges for 15 years. We know what we are 
doing and we do it well. 


Free Pickup & Delivery for Qualified Businesses 


100% Satisfaction Guarantee 
or Your Money Back 


Cartridge World 

Downtown Brooklyn 

224A Atlantic Ave. 
(Near Court St.) 



trtitrM 


( 71 8 ) 554-1 203 

www.cartridgeworld.com/store550 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm, Sat. ffam -4pm 


Downtown strip goes green 


By Melissa Saks 

for the Brooklyn Paper 

The median along Boerum 
Place won’t be the ugly step- 
sister to Adams Street’s beau- 
tifully leafy traffic divider for 
much longer — thanks to a 
$3. 6-million makeover of 
Boerum Place from Fulton 
Street to Atlantic Avenue. 

Those who work in busy 
Downtown are looking forward 
to seeing green. 

“I prefer the greening of 
New York anytime,” said Mimi 
Rosenberg, who works across 
the street from the unsightly 
Boerum Place center divider. 
“This is a very ugly strip and it 
would be a welcome relief from 
the heat, the dust, and the fumes 
if there was some greenery.” 

A walk down Adams Street 
can be a picturesque break from 
the daily grind of Downtown 
Brooklynites, but below Fulton 
Street, the wide traffic divider 
narrows to a tiny strip. The shady 
trees and green shrubs that sepa- 
rate the lanes of traffic on Adams 




Street are nothing but cracked, 
uneven pavement below Fulton. 

But change is coming, though 
there won’t be shovels in the 
ground for about a week, accord- 
ing to the city Economic Devel- 
opment Corporation, which is 
overseeing the work. 

The one-year project will 
also include new fire hydrants, 
new drainage systems, and 
some minor utility work. 

Three lanes of traffic are to 
be maintained in each direction 


during construction, and com- 
munity officials have been reas- 
sured that keeping traffic mov- 
ing is a priority. 

“They will try to maintain as 
normal a traffic flow as possi- 
ble,” said Community Board 2. 
District Manager Rob Perris. 

There will be restricted park- 
ing while work is being done and 
temporary bus stop relocation. 

More than two-thirds of the 
$3 ,644j000 cost of the project was 
allocated by Mayor Bloomberg, 


and nearly $1 million came from 
Borough President Markowitz’s 
capital budget. Markowitz said he 
is proud to support the develop- 
ment of Downtown and “enhance 
the pedestrian experience.” 

Some of his constituents 
agreed heartily. 

“Beautification always helps,” 
said Clinton Hill resident 
Charles Simmons. “Alleviating 
the site of concrete and potholes 
would greatly enhance the 
neighborhood.” 


• Local &C Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation FDXWOO^and 
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Myrtle 

■ ' Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

m i ei as m 

( 718 ) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 
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This band could 
get arrested 


BROOKLYN 

SOUTH 



Ariella Cohen 


F inally, the precocious rockers 
who frequent Red Hook’s Lib- 
erty Heights Tap Room have 
gotten into trouble, comforting those 
of us who worry that today’s kids 
may believe that handcuffs were in- 
vented as fashion accessories. 

A 16-year-old, faux-hawked drum- 
mer and wannabe graffiti artist from 
Woodstock, became the first alleged 
law-breaker of the tap room’s bur- 
geoning kid-core movement — the 
pint-sized, punk-influenced and pa- 
rentally endorsed live music scene. 

The spray paint on the would-be 

Joey Ramone’s tag wasn’t even dry when a squadron of officers 
from the 76th Precinct pulled up and took away a boy in a 
CBGB T-shirt who had come to town in his dad’s car. The po- 
lice ended up dropping the graffiti charge. 

But for his young bandmates, the arrest had more dire conse- 
quences: a drum-free gig. The Defenestrators, a fast-paced, pop- 
punk quartet that describes itself on its Myspace page as sounding 
“like people who throw things out of windows,” had never played 
without their beatkeeper before. 

Sipping sodas in the front of the bar, the band’s three remain- 
ing free members lamented their loss. 

I’ve always had a soft spot for teenybopper rule-breakers. In fact, 
I only stopped by the rock 
nursery to observe the graffiti 
arrest after learning that the 
involved party was a Little- 
League-aged, trendy-headed 
drummer bom after indie 
rock became the soundtrack 
of Saturn commercials. 



But at the s 
there is an annoying factor 
here. Grimy, industrial Red 
Hook is a TV-appropriate 
setting for a pampered kid’s 
alt-rock reenactments. Punk 
shows should not involve 
unloading gear from your 
parent’s SUVs at a bar that 
serves cola on Saturday afternoons. In today’s Brooklyn of 
parentally endorsed punk shows and mall-bought handcufffs, I fear 
mini-rockers, in their designer bad-boy haircuts and yellow skull- 
and-cross-bones T-shirts, have forgotten that rock music was once 
supposed to be about breaking rules. 

So, I had to give the graffiti kid some credit. I mean, at least 
he’s learning that playing the part of a punk comes with more dire 
consequences than a hefty iTunes bill. 

Plus, isn’t it about time for a Ramones-inspired remake of 
“Jailhouse Rock”? 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Charles Goldman, former president of the board Hanna 
Senesh Community Day School, died on May 24. Good- 
man was instrumental in helping the school fund the construc- 
tion of its new building at 342 Carroll St. in Carroll Gardens. 
He will be missed. . . . 360, Van Brunt Street’s French eatery, 
will be closed all summer in a nod to the European tradition of 
taking a real vacation. Some say the acclaimed dinner spot may 
reopen in the fall under new management. . . . Several blocks of 
Red Hook’s main drag was transformed last Thursday night 
into a set for Charlie Kaufman’s latest flick, “Synecdoche,” 
starring Michelle Williams and Philip Seymour Hoffman. At 
one point, a production assistant had to shush local rowdies 
hanging outside the Bait and Tackle bar, reminding them that 
movie-making, like movie- watching, required quiet. Word is 
that Williams and Hoffman stayed up late with Baked coffee 
as a fuel. E-mail us at Stoo p@BrooklynPaper.com 



Cement magnate: 
city crushed me 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Cleaning up a patch of toxic land near the 
Gowanus Canal and turning it into residential 
condos and open space is all well and good — 
but what’s going to happen to the cement 

That’s what Joseph Ferrara — a.k.a. the ce- 
ment man — wanted to know the other day 
when he interrupted a Community Board 6 
meeting on the fate of the canal-front, city- 
owned development site known as Public Place 
to demand for payback for a piece of the site that 
once belonged to him. 

“I want someone to tell me why [the city] 
condemned my land 35 years ago and just now 
needs to use it to build residential,” he said to a 
rapt auditorium filled with community members 
and City Planning officials. 

Ferrara’s company, Ferrara Brothers Building 
Materials, has manufactured concrete on Hoyt 
Street between Fifth Street and the Canal since 
the early 1970s. But in 1975, his property was 
condemned as part of a larger plan to create 
parkland on the contaminated former manufac- 
turing gas plant. Since then, he’s had to rent his 
own land back from the city on a month-to- 
month basis. 

But now, as the city moves forward with a 
plan to build residential towers and parkland on 
the 5.8-acre Public Place site, the 35-year-old 
company could be evicted within the year, with 
not a cent of reimbursement. 

“[The city] said that it would help us find a 
new location, but [it] has made no offers to re- 
imburse us,” said the concrete maker, estimating 


that relocating his massive waterfront mixers 
and barges could cost “in the millions — if a 
[suitable] location can be found.” 

A spokeswoman for the Southwest Brooklyn 
Development Corporation said that the city is 
working with Ferrara to find a new home for his 
business, which also has two facilities in Queens. 

Location is no small matter when it comes to 
fresh concrete, which must get to construction 
sites within 90 minutes of production — not an 
easy feat in the traffic-choked “new Brooklyn.” 

Over the past few years, Ferrara’s Hoyt Street 
facility has chugged out concrete for the founda- 
tion of the World Trade Center Memorial, the 
city’s massive Third Water Tunnel project, and 
even starchitect Richard Meier’s glassy On 
Prospect Park tower, according to Ferrara. 

“We picked the Gowanus [area] because of 
its proximity to Lower Manhattan,” he said. 
“Show me another place to make concrete that 
close to the city.” 

The redevelopment of the Public Place site is 
one part of the city’s larger plan to bring new 
homes, shops and parks to the oil-soaked indus- 
trial corridor that separates posh Park Slope 
from brownstone Boerum Hill and Carroll Gar- 

Ferrara Brothers is the only business that will 
be directly displaced by the Public Place project. 

Janel Patterson, a spokeswoman for the city’s 
Economic Development Corporation, said the 
city planned to develop an “appropriate reloca- 
tion assistance plan” to aid the company. 

“The city recognizes the importance of Fer- 
rara Brothers and its contribution to the con- 
struction industry of New York City,” she said. 


A little 
green 
pocket 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city’s Green Thumb 
parks program has paired with a 
team of local landscape design- 
ers to create a lush, wildflower- 
dotted meadow on a long-va- 
cant comer of President and 
Van Brunt streets, next to Moth- 
er Cabrini Park in the Columbia 
Street Waterfront District. 

The storefront-sized meadow 
— now an unmanicured thicket 
of knee-high grasses and rangy 
wildflowers — should be open 
for neighborly grazing by the 
end of the summer. 

“There is really no place in 
the area for lying in the grass 
and looking at the flowers. It’s 
something we all need,” said 
landscape designer and neigh- 
borhood resident Julie Farris, 
who designed the new city park 
with designers at Balmori As- 
sociates and the Parks Depart- 



A proposed green space. 


“It’s already the green coun- 
terpoint to all asphalt around 
here,” said Green Thumb Di- 
rector Edie Stone, who said that 
the park could be complete 
even before the end of August 
if Mother Nature cooperates. 

The new greenery is expect- 
ed to clean the air of approxi- 
mately 33 pounds of pollutants 
annually, according to a study 
of the soot-sucking capabilities 
of the J 8-acre site. 

Scientists from Columbia 
University also found that the 
store-front-size meadow will 
absorb the run-off equivalent of 

60.000 toilet flushes, or 

240.000 gallons of rainwater. 

Park signage will alert mead- 
ow-users of such eco-benefits 
of their romping grounds, ac- 
cording to plans for the site. 
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Brewing up for 
a coffee war 

C offee bars are flooding the 
neighborhood as quickly as a 
cup of joe down a working 
grunt’s throat. 

Two entrepreneurs are racing to 
open coffee shops by mid- June, 
just in time for the iced mochacci- 
no season. In so doing, they are 
joining a packed field of caffeine 
purveyors that includes that DeKa- 
lb Avenue anchor, Tillie’s, DeKalb 
newcomer Urban Spring, Myrtle 
Avenue’s Pillow Cafe, and Smooch 
on Carlton Avenue. In total, there 
are already at least 10 places to buy 
brew — from bodega swill to fair- 
trade organic — within a four-block radius. 

But the neighborhood’s craving for the god of wakefulness is 
so insatiable that a new cafe called Bittersweet will join the fray, 
opening on DeKalb Avenue, between Cumberland Street and 
Carlton Avenue, in the digs of a former real-estate office. Lucien 
Redwood is the proprietor, and his plans are fancy: there’ll be 
Balthazar pastries and homemade bittersweet-chocolate ice cream. 

Sounds scandalously delicious. But will the coffee shop be able 
to withstand the competition? Just saunter down Carlton, hang a 
right on Willoughby Street, and you’ll run smack into another cafe 
also to open shop in mid-June. It’s called Bidonville (pronounced 



Then again, who travels to another neighborhood for coffee? 
Starbucks sets up shop on every other comer because people 
don’t go out of their way for a cup of brew. 

The more-established competition isn’t exactly shivering in 
fear either. Smooch co-owner Kalalea (she goes by only one 
name, like Madonna, Cher or Rambo) said there are enough cof- 
fee lovers to go around — thanks, in part, to (evil music sound 
cue) gentrification. 

“When I moved here almost nine years ago it was an entirely 
different neighborhood,” she said. “Now, there’s more people 
looking for not only new homes but also for new business oppor- 
tunities. I think it just comes with the concept of gentrification.” 

Can I get you a $2 cup of joe with that brownstone? 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

We hear Canarsie Councilman Charles Barron threat- 
ened to work against the re-election of own Councilwoman 
Tish James because she abstained from the vote to rename a 
portion of Gates Avenue after Sonny Carson (racial arsonist 
or community leader? You decide). Barron couldn’t be reached. 
. . . Pratt Institute alum Nick Battis has been promoted to di- 
rector of exhibitions at his own alma mater. Congrats! 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Dana Rubinstein 


Statue of limitations 



Bizman: Move 
Gen. Fowler 
back 'home' 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

What a difference a block 
makes. 

A Myrtle Avenue shopkeeper 
wants the city to relocate the 
Gen. Fowler statue from its posi- 
tion at the center of a busy inter- 
section to Fort Greene Park, just 
one block away, even though the 
statue has been sitting at its pres- 
ent spot for 31 years. 

His reasons are nostalgic, his- 
toric, and, yes, anthropomorphic. 

“If you were bom in a certain 
area, wouldn’t you like to stay in 
that area?” asked Roy Vanasco, a 
Myrtle Avenue shopowner and 
member of the Community 
Board 2 Parks Committee. “He s 
belongs in Fort Greene Park. J 
That’s where he was sort of bom, | 
and he should be standing there.” 

Vanasco , a World War U vet- | 
eran, has personal reasons, too. | 

“I remember, as a child, sled- I 1 
ding down the hill [near the ten- J 
nis courts] and hitting the Gen- Jj 
eral and breaking my front 
tooth,” said Roy Vanasco, now 
82. (He later had the chipped 
tooth capped.) 

“And all the schools in the 
neighborhood used to picnic up 
there and hear about the history 
of Gen. Fowler.” 

Indeed, while his name may 
have sunk into near-complete 


obscurity, Fowler’s history is 
tightly linked with that of the 
park. 

During the Civil War, Ed- 
ward Fowler commanded the 
14th Regiment of the New York 
Nadonal Guard, which was sta- 
tioned at what is now Fort 
Greene Park. Following the 


war, he lived on Fort Greene 
Place for many years, and died 
on Brevoort Place in 1896. His 
corpse lay in state at Borough 
Hall (then Brooklyn City Hall, 
of course), and he was buried at 
Green-Wood Cemetery. 

Six years later, his sculpture 
was installed in Fort Greene 


Park. But sadly, the vicissitudes 
of the 20th century took their toll. 

“It was constantly vandal- 
ized,” recalled Ruth Goldstein, 
who has lived in the neighbor- 
hood since 1970. “Then, one 
night, some people tried to steal 
the statue, but their track got 
mired in the mud. The next day, 
the Parks people found the stat- 
ue, and they wouldn’t put it 
back in the park.” 

The statue was kept in stor- 
age until 1976, when it was re- 
installed at Fowler Square, at 
Lafayette Avenue and Fulton 
Street, as part of the revitaliza- 
tion of what was then a red- 
light district. 

“We could see the triangle 
always had great potential to be 
like a European plaza,” said 
Goldstein. Indeed, the statue’s 
arrival to the square helped 
transform it into the public park 
it is today, and the Parks De- 
partment has no plans to change 

“Right now there are no 
plans to [return the sculpture to 
the park], as we recently 
spruced up the landscaping and 
lighting at its current location in 
Fowler Square, near the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music,” said 
Parks spokesman Phil Abram- 
son. “Its former location in Fort 
Greene Park is now inhabited 
by the 400-million-year-old, 
14-ton glacial erratic [rock] that 
was unearthed last year.” 

So Vanasco’s fight is quixot- 
ic at best. But a man can hope. 

“They never would have tak- 
en it out of Central Park or 
Prospect Park,” said Vanasco. 


Pratt Institute goes green 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Pratt Institute has become the first 
Brooklyn-based university to pledge to re- 
duce its ozone-depleting, asthma-inducing 
greenhot e l emissions by 30 percent in 
the next 10 years. 

The greening of the Clinton Hill institution 
was such a big deal that Mayor Bloomberg 
rushed to the college on Wednesday to hype 
Pratt’s tacit approval of his PlaNYC environ- 
mental agenda. 

Pratt — which actually has a job called 
“Sustainability Coordinator for Facilities 
and Operations” — will inspect its campus 
this fall to find out which buildings are emit- 
ting the most gasses. The college also com- 
mitted to using “green” practices in all of its 


future construction projects. 

This is only the latest in a neighborhood- 
wide effort to turn Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill into environmentally friendly commu- 

Rev. David Dyson, of the Lafayette Av- 
enue Presbyterian Church, has committed to 
transforming his 147-year-old house of wor- 
ship into a green beacon, and the Fort 
Greene Association, under the leadership of 
attorney Jed Marcus (Fort Greene’s own Mr. 
Green) is developing a plan to encourage 
environmentally friendly practices in the 
neighborhood. 

He, for one, was thrilled by Pratt’s an- 
nouncement. 

“I think it’s fabulous,” said Marcus. “It’s 
great that people set goals and try to figure 
out how to do them. And it’s good to set am- 


bitious goals — 30 percent is an ambitious 
goal.” 

For its part, Pratt sees going green as part 
of its mission. 

“As a college of art, design, and architec- 
ture, Pratt has a responsibility to innovate 
and teach sustainable practices and to model 
the city’s sustainable lifestyle through the 
buildings, interiors, and products our stu- 
dents, faculty, and alumni create,” said Pratt 
Institute President Thomas Schutte. 

Pratt is one of nine higher-learning institu- 
tions citywide to commit to the drastic green- 
house gas reductions. The other schools are 
Columbia University, Barnard College, 
Cooper Union, all 23 campuses of the City 
University of New York, Fordham Universi- 
ty, New York University, St. John’s Universi- 
ty, and the New School University. 



• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

MotII® 

= ■’ Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 


...j Map gflS 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 



GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 



The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to Spm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 











Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 



Nica and Hitch 
go with 'God’ 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 


I didn’t spend much time in 
Park Slope this past weekend, 
because on Saturday I was in- 
vited to discuss the “rise of athe- 
ism as a religious subcategory in 
publishing” at the Book Expo 
America (the book world’s trade 

This was pretty esteemed compa- 
ny: my panel included Victor 
Stenger, quantum physicist, profes- 
sor and author of “God: The Failed 
Hypothesis”; and Christopher 
Hitchens, journalist, provocateur 
and most recently, the author of 
“God Is Not Great: Why Religion Poisons Everything,” which 
just happens to be number one on the Times bestseller list. The 
moderator was publishing heavyweight Sarah Crichton, whose 
book with Marianne Pearl, “A Mighty Heart,” has also graced the 
bestseller list and was turned into a movie starring Angelina Jolie. 
And then there was me: Nica Lalli, PTA mom, first-time au- 



Nica Lalli 



fered reasons why a rational 
person should not Believe, 
while Hitchens reported on all the harm that religion has caused 
the world, but I added a valuable voice: the voice of what it is 
like to be a non-believer in America today. 

Hitchens provided the vitriol, Stenger gave the science behind 
disproving the existence of God, and I was the softer, gentler side 
of atheism. I was the personal anecdote and the funny story voice. 

Laughter is a great way to bring people together, and I got 
one of the biggest laughs of the evening. (For those of you who 
read Hitchens’s piece in Vanity Fair about why women are not 
as funny as men, all I can say is touche!) 

1 was commenting on the atheist books out there today, and 
said that some of them weren’t even very — pause and glance 
at Hitchens — nice. The savvy literati crowd burst into laughter 
— and Hitchens joined them. For a bunch of grumpy men rag- 
ing against the machine, I brought them together. 

I think there is a reason why a book like “God is Not Great” 
is the bestselling book in America. Atheists have been a silent 
and reviled minority for a long time; we have not had a voice. It 
1 our mouths taped. Now that the tape has been 
are screaming. 

it to be that yelling person — angry and ven- 
to dialogue and add constructively to the conver- 
st begin to happen in a new way in our country. I 
to scream, but sitting next to the guy who does, 
well (and sells books like hotcakes), was a thrill. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Not such a Stoop-id idea 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Park Slopers will celebrate 
the longest day of the year by 
sitting on their stoops and 
blowing kazoos — part of the 
first annual “STOOPendous” 
party to celebrate Brownstone 
Brooklyn’s trademark feature. 

On June 23, the neighbor- 
hood-wide stoop party will (at 
least its organizers hope) culmi- 
nate in an 8:31 pm, kazoo-blow- 
ing, all-Slope solstice shout-out. 

Technically, summer solstice 
falls on June 21 . But Thursdays 
aren’t all that convenient for 
full-on sun-worship, with most 
adults basking in the fluores- 
cent lights of sun-starved office 
buildings, and children growing 
pale in school. 

So Saturday it is. And what a 
stupendous STOOPendous it 
will be. | 

The idea stems from a brain- J 
storming session held earlier J 
this year by the Park Slope | 
Civic Council. 

“This was overwhelmingly | 
the most popular idea at the ^ 
brunch,” said Council President ? 
Lydia Denworth, whose recollec- I 
tions were interrupted by sneez- I 
ing (spring equinox allergies). 

“It’s important and exciting 
to celebrate the community we 
have, and this is such a Park 
Slope way of doing it,” said 
Denworth. “These are the kinds 
of things that help build the 
spirit of the community, which 
helps when you have to do oth- 


er stuff, like the hard work of 
advocacy.” 

Even though the Civic Coun- 
cil is underwriting the event 
with $1 ,250 worth of advertis- 


ing and kazoos, Denworth her- 
self won’t be sitting on her 
stoop on STOOPendous day. 

“Unfortunately, I have a long- 
term commitment to go visit my 


mother,” said Denworth. “I’m 
really sad. But I will be blowing 
my kazoo from Maryland.” 

Not so Susan Fox, a trustee 
on the Council and the founder 
of Park Slope Parents, who will 
be hosting a meet-and-greet in 
her building’s courtyard. 

“Our building doesn’t really 
have a stoop,” said Fox. “But 
STOOPendous is going to be 
everything you can think of. 
Some blocks will have a street- 
wide stoop sale. ... Some peo- 
ple are having wine and cheese 
on their doorstep. Some people 
are bringing out the chalk. We 
are planning a children’s art 

Lest anyone think this is an- 
other example of Brooklynites 
romanticizing the past, the 
stoop has always been a prized 
possession and symbol of 
Brownstone Brooklyn, accord- 
ing to Simeon Bankoff, execu- 
tive director of the Historic Dis- 
tricts Council. 

“The wonderful thing about 
stoops is that they became this 
semi-public space where you 
could sit,” said Bankoff of the 
stairways fronting the late- 19th- 
century rowhouses. “In Park 
Slope, you didn’t really have 
yards. It was like a porch.” 

Whether this inaugural 21st- 
century STOOPendous is a suc- 
cess, however, remains to be seen. 

“If you build it, they don’t 
necessarily come,” said Fox. 
“At this point, the next three 
weeks will be all about getting 
people excited and interested.” 


Washout! Heights apts flooded 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Residents of a Prospect Heights 
tenement are dripping mad after 
this week’s severe storm flooded 
their apartments — including one 
rented by a couple celebrating its 
first wedding anniversary. 

The honeymoon isn’t over yet 
for groom Jon Dennis — but he had 
a bad domestic situation to deal 
with on June 3. Around 10:30 pm, 
during one of the worst downpours 
in weeks, an ominous sound came 
from his front room. 

“All of a sudden, we heard wa- 
ter,” said Dennis. “It sounded like it 
was r ainin g in our house.” 

Upon inspection, Dennis found 
rainwater pouring through new 
holes in the ceiling holes, some sev- 



Jon Dennis looks at the hole in the roof of his apart- 
ment at 349 St. Johns PI. in Prospect Heights. 


eral feet wide. 

Dennis and his wife spent their 
anniversary in combat — not with 
each other, of course, but with the 
flooding, rotating three buckets to 
catch the water. 

The leaks — which flooded 
apartments as far down as the sec- 
ond floor — were likely caused by 
contractors working on the roof, 
tenants said. 

Landlord Michael Rothstein said 
the contractors were removing as- 
bestos, and that he had work per- 
mits for all of the current projects 
on the building. 

do next — move out or sue, Dennis 
said, still bleary-eyed from his all- 
night battle against the elements. 

Some anniversary. 
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Eulogy for the 
Green Church 


Ridge pipeline terror 




YELLOW 

HOOKER 


T he Green Church will not be 
saved — you can take that to 
the bank and cash it. Yet de- 
spite the writing on the check, 
some members of the community 
continue to fight the inevitable. 

Call it denial (or call it opti- 
mism), but many residents are hav- 
ing a hard time coming to terms 
with losing their beloved church, 
which according to a spokeswoman 
for the Massey Knakal realty giant, 
is as good as sold. 

“The property is under hard con- 
tract,” said Keri Neering. 

So Bay Ridge United Methodist, 
the 107-year-old structure on Fourth and Ovington avenues, will 
be tom down and it will become condos — but don’t blame a lack 
of effort from local preservationists. They have worked hard, and 
against long odds, to maintain the integrity of our neighborhood, 
prompting the consensus cliche — the Hail Mary. 

The first “Hail Mary” attempt was by Councilman Vince Gen- 
tile (D-Bay Ridge), who worked out a deal that would have 
saved the church, added condo units to the neighborhood, and 
yielded a $300,000 annual windfall for the church for upkeep. 

Most viewed Gentile’s pass as a perfect spiral, except for the 
congregants of the church, who wanted no savior (at least in 
terms of saving the structure). 

The second Hail Mary attempt (remember you get four downs) 
was thrown by the Committee to Save the Bay Ridge United 
Methodist Church. They urged people to call the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission, which has the power to declare a build- 
ing a landmark even without 
the owner’s permission. But 
that pass never even made it 
back to the line of scrim- 
mage: Landmarks promptly 
declined the request to pro- 
tect the 100-year-old church. 

Then, historian Wade 
Goria raised the roof at last 
month’s Community Board 
10 meeting in yet another 
attempt to save the church. 
Goria, whose microphone 
was pulled out of his hand 
at the previous meeting by 
CB10 Chairman Dean Ra- 
sanya after he bashed the 
Methodist hierarchy, began an impassioned sermon of his own, 
ranting and screaming (at times, quite eloquently) at the stand- 
ing-room-only audience. 

“We can not let them take this from us,” Goria shouted. “This 
is our community, this is our church, and this is our fight, now is 
the time to make our voices heard.” 

Yellow Hooker is thinking a new cliche might be more appro- 
priate. This one involves an obese woman and the final few 
notes of a song. Well, they gave it a shot (or two, or three). 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Everything Zen? Not at least as far as the garbage and debris at 
Shore Road Park is concerned. The trash is located between two 
of the park’s most-cherished attractions: the Zen Garden and 
the Butterfly Park. Before we can cleanse the doors of percep- 
tion, perhaps officials should first cleanse the large cement stones 
and the old fencing. . . . War, what is it good for? How about the 
best shawarma with garlic sauce? Bay Ridge Neighbors for 
Peace is now meeting on Mondays at Mazza Plaza, which is 
at 8002 Fifth Ave., at 8 pm. ... A source tells The Stoop that state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) is closer to running for 
Mayor. “Let me put it this way, at this point we feel quite encour- 
aged,” said the source. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


Intrepid (and unarmed!) Brooklyn Paper reporter Matthew Lysiak gets up close and personal 
with the exposed part of a jet-fuel pipeline that some locals consider a potential terror target. 

Ridge inventor milks it 


The Brooklyn Paper 

A Bay Ridge inventor is 
ready to go national with her 
innovative breast-feeding 
blouse — and she’s bringing 
her four children with her. 

Mother is truly the mother of 
this invention, and entrepreneur 
Missy Reder owes her success 
to her four small children’s 
healthy appetites. 

“I have always felt proud to 
be able to nurse my baby,” said 
Reder. “I never want to hide my 
baby under a blanket.” 

Reder might never have in- 
vented her now-celebrated 
“Slurp and Burp” had she been 
able to find anything remotely 
helpful on the market when she 
had her fourth child last year. 

So, she then did what all 
good inventors do; she took 
matters into her own hands. 

“I was feeding the baby at 2 
am when all of a sudden it 
came to me,” Reder said. “The 
whole design, everything, it all 


Missy Reder, the inventor of the Slurp and Burp. 
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der the mother’s opposite arm, 
with an additional loop of lay- 
ered cotton material — it’s 
patented, by the way! — that 
conceals the entire breast. The 
design allows the mother to be 
covered and the baby to be un- 
covered. 

The rest, as they say, is “Slurp 
& Burp” (her husband gets 
credit for the name) history. 

One mom who watched the 
invention in action thought it 
was brilliant. 

“This idea is genius,” said 
Helen Vershavsky. “I wish they 
had these when I was nursing.” 

Now Reder’s invention is the 
talk of baby land (or, at least, 


Babytalk Magazine, which will 
feature the invention in an Au- 
gust article that will call it a 
“must have” for moms who 
travel with an infant). 

Reder isn’t the normal inven- 
tor; her trade by day is as a 
speech therapist and she is a 
regular at local yoga classes 
(not to mention raising four 
hungry children). 

“I want to encourage other 
women to go ahead and follow 
their dreams,” said Reder. “We 
are all exhausted, but if there is 
something you want to pursue, 
don’t let a few dark circles 
stand in your way.” 

— Matthew Lysiak 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Last week’s arrest of four ter- 
ror suspects who allegedly plot- 
ted to blow up jet fuel supplies 
at John F. Kennedy Airport 
reignited fears in Bay Ridge 
about the neighborhood’s own 
terror target: the very pipeline 
that carries jet fuel to the airport. 

The 40-year-old Buckeye pipe- 
line, which runs from Linden, 
New Jersey to JFK, has an unse- 
cure portion in Bay Ridge — 
and some locals believe the pipe- 
line has a bulls-eye painted on it. 

And that was even before last 
Saturday, when authorities an- 
nounced that four Muslim men 
were allegedly plotting to ignite 
a JFK fuel line. The plotters also 
apparently believed that causing 
an explosion at the airport would 
trigger blasts up and down the 
pipeline. The news shook resi- 
dents, resurfacing fears that they 
could have a terror target in their 
own back yards. 

“Of course, we are on edge,” 
said Avery Greene, a resident of 
the Towers of Bay Ridge, which 
is on 65th Street between Ridge 
and Third avenues. “It is hard to 
imagine how many people 
could die if that pipeline got 
into the wrong hands.” 

Shortly after 9-11, federal 
anti-terror officials toured the 
area near the twin high-rises, 
which was then well known as 
both a haven for the homeless 
and the site of the pipeline. Au- 
thorities concluded, however, 
that there was no threat to Bay 
Ridge. 

Tenants argue that the wire 
fencing surrounding the cavern 
fails to prevent the homeless, let 
alone more dangerous intruders, 
from entering the area. 

“The open chain link fence 
around the rail yard provides no 
protection whatsoever against a 
terrorist attack,” Rep. Vito Fossel- 
la (R-Bay Ridge) said this week. 
Fossella first raised security con- 
cerns about the pipeline in 2005. 

“It is time for the parties to 
resolve who holds responsibili- 
ty for securing the area and act 
immediately to fortify it.” 

Still, not everyone thinks the 
pipeline is a terror threat. 

The pipeline couldn’t be safer, 
according to the Ohio-based 
Buckeye Pipe Line Co., which 
transports an estimated one mil- 
lion barrels of petroleum across 
3,900 miles and 10 states. 

A company spokesman said 
there has not been a single se- 
curity breach since the pipeline 
was built — and he doesn’t an- 

“Pt is] patrolled on a weekly 
basis at minimum and there is a 
shut-off valve every half-mile,” 
said the spokesman, Roy Haase. 
“We are a very safe institution 
that has delivered billions of 
gallons of petroleum without 

Haase added that part of the 
security feature was the fact that 
the pipeline was buried several 
feet underneath the earth. 

See PIPELINE on page 4 
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Fruit cup bust lands 2 health nuts 
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Call it the fruit brute brouha- 

Two fiber-conscious twenty- 
somethings were arrested on 
May 31 and accused of brutally 
beating two men who intervened 
when they stole a pair of fruit 
cups from a Lawrence Street 
grocery, police said. 

The pair wandered 


the 


of 


Willoughby Street, just before 2 
pm. When they tried to pocket 
the pre-cut fructose — priced a 
$3 each — a 43-year-old mai 
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saw and alerted the owner. 

The merchant stepped up and 
asked the men to replace the fruit. 
But the health nuts declined and 
pounced, with one man putting 
the owner in a chokehold and the 
other punching him in the gut. 
When the witness ran to help, the 
brutes turned their anger on him 
and punched him in the face. 

Luckily, Police Officer Marc 
Grabowski came upon the scene 
and arrested the two thugs, ages 
24 and 25, on robbery charges. 

Armed attack 

A trio of gun-toting robbers 
stormed the workers at a Flat- 
bush Avenue electronics store at 
closing time on May 27 and es- 
caped with personal items and 
merchandise, police said. 

The three thugs rushed the 
:hain store, at the comer of 
Fourth Avenue, just after 5 pm, 
when the two workers were clos- 
ing up shop. One robber, with a 
black handgun drawn, forced the 
20-year-old woman working 
there to open the back door, 
which led to the office. He forced 
her co-worker, a 21-year-old man, 
to turn off the security camera. 

The robbers then ordered the 
two into the office and, with 
guns pointed at their backs, or- 
dered them to lie on the floor. 
The accomplices swiped the vic- 
tims’ keys, iPods and cellphones, 
then picked what they wanted 
from the store's merchandise. A 
detailed list of the stolen items 
was not available. 

Bad neighbor 

There’s being a friendly neigh- 
bor, then there is being a thief. 

Rarely do both conditions ex- 
ist in the same person. But on 
June 2, a 59-year-old man who 
lives in a Duffield Street building 
was robbed by one of his fellow 
residents, police said. 

The man arrived at his home, 
near the comer of Willoughby 
Street, shortly after 9 pm. His 
neighbor entered at the same 
time and followed him into his 
apartment. The returning man 
thought nothing of the visitor, 
since they were friendly from 
meeting in the building. 

So the soon-to-be victim did- 

riffling through his pockets — 
even though he was still wearing 
the pants. Actually, the resident 
thought it was a joke. The inter- 
loper didn’t use any violence or 
threats, but he did help himself 
to $105 and two house keys. 

Police have the name and oth- 
er details about the 56-year-old 
suspect and are now investigat- 
ing. 

Subway heist 

Could a “hello” have saved her? 

A woman was robbed of near- 
ly $3 ,000 in jewels and electron- 
ics by a knife-wielding thug who 


claimed he only wanted to talk to 
her, police said. 

The 27-year-old victim was 
attacked as she waited for a 
Manhattan-bound 2 train at the 
Hoyt Street station, near Fulton 
Street, around 9:30 pm on June 

and asked, “Can I talk to you?” 

When she refused, the 
stranger pulled a knife and 
changed his tune, just grabbing 
her bag and jewelry and bolted. 

Barista target 

Someone swiped the purse of 
a woman working at a coffee 
franchise on Smith Street on 
June 1, police said. 

The 24-year-old left her $300 
LeSportsac bag on the counter 
while she was helping customers 
shortly after 2 pm at the national 
chain, at the comer of Wyckoff 
Street. But when she reached for 
the bag just five minutes later, it 
was gone. Security video will 
most likely help police track 
down who removed the item. 

Quick grabs 

Note to drivers: Crime may 
be down, but that’s no reason to 
give thieves easy pickings. 

That lesson became clear last 
week to two separate victims 
when both left valuables in un- 
locked cars and — shockingly 
— the items were stolen, accord- 
ing to police. 

On May 27, a 40-year-old man 
parked his car near the Metrotech 
complex on Willoughby Street, at 
the comer of Duffield Street, at 
around 11 pm. Even though he 
said he left $1,200 in cash inside 
the car, along with his cellphone, 
the victim neglected to lock the 
car — or even close the passen- 
ger-side window. 

When he returned to the vehi- 
cle an hour later, both the cash 
and the phone were gone. 

Two days later, a victim left 
his vehicle at the comer of Mon- 
tague and Hicks streets for fewer 
than five minutes, but his wallet 
still disappeared. 

The 70-year-old parked at 5:20 
pm and went to the comer to pur- 
chase a newspaper. He also left 
the car unlocked, the window 
open — and his wallet in plain 
view on the front seat. When he 
returned, the wallet was gone. 


88th Precinct 


Greene gunman 

Two women were attacked at 
gunpoint in separate subway sta- 
tion incidents just days — and 
blocks — apart, police said. 

One victim managed to bar- 
gain her assailant down, and the 


other held onto her belongings, 
but suffered a terrible beating. 

On May 27, a thug with a sil- 
ver semi-automatic gun robbed a 
woman leaving the Clinton- 
Washington G-train station at 1 1 
pm. She stepped off a Queens- 
bound train and was headed up 

the comer of Lafayette and 
Washington avenues when she 
was attacked. 

The man in front of her sudden- 
ly wheeled around and pointed the 
shiny 9mm gun in her face. “Give 
me your purse,” the man said. But 
the woman stalled, asking, “Can I 
just give you my wallet?” 

When he agreed, she actually 
pulled out cash from her billfold 
and handed over the greenbacks 
— a total of $165. 

“Now walk down the stairs,” 
the thief instructed. She com- 
plied, turning and heading back 

Just two days later, and sever- 
al blocks south, a 26-year-old 
woman was beaten bloody when 
she refused to give up her purse 
to a gun-toting thief. 

The victim was headed to the C 
train at the comer of Fulton Street 
and Lafayette Avenue, around 10 
pm, when she was attacked. The 
man in front of her on the stairs 
suddenly turned around and point- 
ed a large silver gun, wrapped in a 
towel, in her direction. 

“Miss, give me your bag,” he 
insisted. “Give me your bag or 
I’ll kill you.” 

But the victim didn’t want to 
play. “No — are you crazy?” she 
responded. The thief then smack- 
ed her on the left side of her head 
and forced her to the ground, and 


repeated his threat: “I’ll kill you. 
Give me your bag.” 

But the feisty woman again 
declined and screamed when the 
robber rushed her again. He tried 
to pull the bag from her grasp, 
but she kept yelling and holding 
on tight. Eventually, he gave up 
and bolted from the station — 
empty handed. 

The victim suffered a gash 
above her eye and was treated by 
EMS at the station. 

Tuned-out thief 

A robber used a radio antenna 
to threaten a man on Myrtle Av- 
enue early on May 30, police 

The 42-year-old was making 
his way home, to a block near 
Washington Park, after a party in 
the neighborhood. But during his 
walk, around 1:45 am, he no- 
ticed he was being followed. 

When he turned around, he 
realized the stranger pursuing 
him had an automobile antenna 
as a weapon. “Be nice to a broth- 
er. Share what you’ve got,” the 
guy insisted. He then demanded 

But when the victim reached 
for his cellphone instead to dial 
911, the robber became angry. 
The antenna man snatched the 
phone and fled. 

Hammer time 

Words led to violence in a 
Myrtle Avenue brawl on June 1 . 
But they also led to jail, for two 
teenagers. 

Police arrested two thugs, 
ages 18 and 19, after they al- 
legedly beat an older guy with a 
hammer and a metal pipe near 
the comer of Waverly Avenue, 
around 9: 15 am. 

What began as an altercation 
between the teens and a 35-year- 
old man escalated with the younger 
men picked up the weapons and at- 
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tacked. The older man tried to de- 
fend himself, but suffered injuries 
on his amis and face. 

It’s not clear what started the 
brawl, but it ended when Officer 
Evita Poole, with the 88th 
Precinct, placed the two teens 
under arrest on assault charges. 
Poole also took the hammer, 
pipe and a videotape of the inci- 
dent into evidence. 


Seek robber 

Call it the high-noon heist on 
Court Street. 

The bank job began when the 
thief entered the branch, near 
First Place, shortly before noon 
on May 17, police said. Posing 
as a customer, he wandered up to 
a teller and asked to cash a 

When she asked if he had an 
account, he answered truthfully. 
But he did have a gun, which 
promptly compelled the teller to 
fill a bag with $100s, $50s and 
$20s — $1,800 in all, cops said. 

The teller followed the thief’s 
demand to not trip the alarm, but 
at least $200 of the cash was 
marked, allowing police to track 
the robber’s spending. The man 
— described as a white Hispanic 
man in a red shirt, black hat and 
blue jeans — bolted from the 
store with the cash, but investi- 
gators are following his move- 

Gameboy heist 

Police arrested a teenage girl 
who they said was part of a gang 
of youngsters who stole a Game- 
boy and roughed up two younger 
boys on May 22. 

The two victims, ages 10 and 
14, where walking near the comer 
of Second and Henry streets 
around 3:30 pm when the gang of 
older teens rushed them. Someone 
showed off the handle of a knife 
and another attacker snatched the 
portable game console. 

But when police arrived, they 
could only catch up with one 16- 
year-old suspect. Officer Alexan- 
der Bakalis arrested the girl on 
robbery charges. 

Masked attack 

A trio of masked men wield- 
ing a hammer jumped and bru- 
tally beat man coming home ear- 
ly on May 24, police said. 

The three thugs pulled out the 
tool around 2:30 pm, as the 20- 
year-old victim neared the comer 
of Henry and Lorraine streets. 
One thug hit the victim in the 
head several times and snatched 
the man’s keys. 

The victim said he has seen 
one of the men — a white His- 
panic man, dressed in a red hat, 
red shirt and braids — around 
the neighborhood. The other two 
covered their faces entirely. 


foster (faw-ster, fbs-ter) 

1 to bring up with care 
2 . to help to grow or develop 
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THE SHAYA REPORT 

Slopers react to Boymelgreen's buildings 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Like so many Park Slopers shed- 
ding their winter skins, the black 
shrouds are coming down on 
Fourth Avenue’s newest high-rises, 
giving locals a tantalizing first 
glimpse of real-estate mogul Shaya 
Boymelgreen’s vision for a thor- 
oughfare he has dubbed the Park 
Avenue of Brooklyn. 

The two most-recently unveiled 
luxury high-rises — tall amid the 
flat-fix shops, gas stations, and four- 
story rowhouses — are the Crest and 
NOVO, both drawing reactions rang- 
ing from condemnation to plaudits, 
and averaging something in between. 

“It’s not particularly attractive, but 
it’s not as ugly as others,” said Slop- 
er Dan Morgenroth of the Crest, the 
12-story tower at Second Street 
whose sales office opened in May. 

Besides, added Morgenroth, what 
matters most is on the inside, partic- 
ularly when on a fairly unattractive 
avenue that he actually called “a 
bleeding eyesore.” 

the most important factor. It’s a ques- 
tion of what people in the buildings 
bring to the neighborhood.” 

The Crest, built by Boymelgreen 
and the Katan Group, another Fourth 
Avenue heavyweight, has 68 one- 
and two-bedroom condos and a lob- 
by designed by Andres Escobar. 
Prices range from $355,000 to 


$751 ,000. From the outside, the yel- 
low-brick building tops off in a tuft 
of curved balconies. 

“I’ve seen worse,” said Doug 
Ruhn, another Sloper. 

The only onlooker who could 
bring herself to express a strong 
opinion lives next door to the Crest. 
She’s not impressed. 

“The windows look they belong 
on a school,” complained the 
woman, who, apparently fearful of 
retribution, would only identity her- 
self as “G.P.” “I don’t like it at all.” 

Then again, Alex Gerrero, who 
sells fruit across the street from the 
Crest, called it a “good building. 
Everything new is good.” 

Park Slopers also could not reach 
unanimity on the NOVO, Boymel- 
green’s other new tower three blocks 
away. 

The NOVO is constructed of a 
similar yellow brick, with a setback 
on top and, at least according to ren- 
derings, greenery streaming down 
the front. Its 113 units went on the 
market in February — and are be- 
lieved to be the first luxury units for 
sale since the 2004 upzoning. 

Nestor Satume, who works across 
the street from NOVO, said, “This is- 
n’t something you want in front of 
your house.” Satume lives in Canarsie. 

Slopers have had a fraught rela- 
tionship with Boymelgreen’s aesthet- 
ic ever since he first saw the poten- 
tial for development on the west side 
of Park Slope. 


“You know, when I came to Park 
Slope [about eight years ago] , Fifth 
Avenue was the border,” recollected 
Boymelgreen during a March inter- 
view with The Brooklyn Paper. “And 
we started buying property between 


Fifth and Fourth avenues. We didn’t 
think about Fourth Avenue then. A 
few years later, the city said they 
wanted to downzone Park Slope and 
upzone Fourth Avenue. And so I 
thought, ‘Fourth Avenue can be like 


Park Avenue.’ ” 

Boymelgreen’s first major foray in 
the direction of the Slope was his 
conversion of a former Daily News 
plant into a luxury loft building 
dubbed NewsWalk. The well-re- 
ceived Prospect Heights conversion, 
on Pacific Street, between Carlton 
and S. Portland avenues, was com- 
pleted in 2002. 

Next in the pipeline was City View 
Gardens, completed in 2004 at 308 
Second St., between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues. The following year Park 
Slope Gardens took shape on the 
same block. 

Boymelgreen’s interest in Fourth 


Avenue kept stride with the city’s deci- 
sion to upzone the thoroughfare in 
2004 — and to downzone the rest of 
Park Slope. The idea was to turn 
Fourth Avenue into a release valve for 
the intense development pressures on 
the rest of the neighborhood, giving 
builders a place where they could con- 
struct tall, dense buildings and opening 
the door for the transformation of the 
avenue from low-scale industrial to 
luxury residential. 

Along the way, Boymelgreen and 
his frequent partner, the Katan 
Group, have changed the face of 
Fourth Avenue. But some area resi- 
dents have grumbled about what they 


described as “ugly”and “out of con- 
text” buildings. Some use the epithet- 
euphemism “fugly” to describe Boy- 
melgreen’s work. 

The developer understands such 
reactions. In fact, he told The Brook- 
lyn Paper that his designs don’t al- 
ways turn out as well as they look on 
paper. 

“Sometimes, I see something in 
my head that I think will be beautiful. 
But at the end of the day, it doesn’t 
come out like I want, because of the 
zoning, because of the architect, be- 
cause of the finishing,” said Boymel- 
green at the time. “You’re not 100 
percent in control.” 


Shaya’s Report Card 



The Crest (Fourth Avenue at Sec- 
ond Street) 

"[It has] almost no architectural de- 
tail," said Menking. "But in a way, I 
sort of like it better. It's sort of more 
honest." Shenker added: "I don't 
think this is because of the architect, 
but because zoning prescribes this 
box, and the owner encouraged the 
architect to stay in the box." 


Park Slope Gardens ( 356 Second 
St, between Fourth & Fifth avenues) 
"It's anything but hip." said Menk- 
ing. "It's fuddy-duddy." Shenker 
added: "Maybe I wouldn't vote for 
it in a competition, but at least I 
would say. Thank you for trying.'" 


City View Gardens (308 Second 
St., between Fourth & Fifth avenues) 
"At least this has usable terraces, 
but in terms of style, it's ... just so 
bad," said Menking. Shenker dis- 
agreed: "This is a quality job [with] 
good details." 


NewsWalk (Pacific Street be- 
tween Carlton and Sixth avenues) 
"They're trying to be arty, but it's re- 
ally lame, it's really terrible. They took 
a nice industrial building and just 
screwed it up," said Menking. But 
Shenker called it, "controversial." 


NOVO (Fourth Avenue at Fifth 
Street) 

"It's always amazed me what pass- 
es for luxury in New York," said 
Menking. "It certainly doesn't give 
anything back to the city." Shenker 
agreed: "Again, this is a box." 
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Cops: Apparel 
theft was an 


inside job 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A popular women’s clothing 


store on Flatbush Avenue was 
robbed after a knife-wielding 
thief knocked on the back door 
and stormed inside on June 3 
— but cops say that one of the 
employees was in on the job. 

The terrifying attack began at 
8:30 pm, when employees heard 
the knock on the back door of 
the apparel store, which is be- 
tween Sterling and Park places. 
A 19-year-old worker opened the 
door, and the thief put his knife 
against her throat, screaming, 
“Open the safe, give me the 
money out of the safe or I’m go- 


held at knifepoint, other employ- 
ees handed over two bags of 
cash — totaling $3,300 — from 
the safe, cops said. 

But after the perp fled, cops 
questioned the woman who had 


she was involved in the plot. 

Police said that when they ar- 
rested her hours later, they found 
her with some of the stolen loot. 
She was arraigned on charges of 
grand larceny and criminal pos- 
session of stolen property. 

A regional manager for Amer- 
ican Apparel, who did not wish 
to have his name published, con- 
firmed that the arrested woman 
had worked for the store. 

He declined to comment fur- 
ther, citing the ongoing investi- 


The 63-year-old victim told 
cops that she never noticed the 
theft, but once she arrived at her 
Carlton Avenue home at around 
3:30 pm, she noticed the missing 
wallet and remembered being 
“jostled” by a group of teenag- 
ers, she said. 

She could not identify them 


about what she lost: $56, family 
pictures, credit cards and the 
leopard-pattern wallet itself. 

Flower outage 

A woman who had stopped to 
smell the roses at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden on Memorial 
Day returned to her parked car to 


LOOK GREAT, SEE GREAT! 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 



332 9th Street • Brooklyn 965-2545 

(between 5th & 6th Ave.) ( 718 ) 








4 BRZ 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • ( 718 ) 834-9350 


June 9, 2007 


This Robin Hood loves the smell of lavender 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


The sweet smell of lavender 
has inspired poetry, love songs, 
and now armed robbery. 

That was the case when a man 
entered a sweet smelling Third 
Avenue fragrance store at around 
10 am on May 29 and started 
talking about the fantastic scent. 

The 31 -year-old woman be- 
hind the counter told cops that 
the man then pulled up his shirt, 
flashed the handle of a gun, and 
helped himself to $600 in the 
register. 


Before leaving the store, 
which is near 87th Street, he had 
one more message for the clerk: 
“I am only doing this to feed my 
kids,” he said. 

Card caper 

Don’t blame Mom. 

This time, a basketball card col- 
lection — of the kind that is too 
often thrown out by sports-clueless 
mothers — was stolen from a 
man’s apartment on May 30. 

Cops say the victim left his 
building, which is near 75th 
Street, the night before only to 
return at 10 am to discover his 
vintage basketball cards, valued 
at $2,000, had been swiped. He 
also lost dozens of CDs. 


Taxi terror 

A 56-year-old woman picked 
up four passengers in her taxi, 
but ended up getting taken for a 
ride herself on June 2. 

The trouble began at 9:25 pm, 
when the victim picked up the four 
hooligans at the intersection of 
86th Street and Seventh Avenue. 

Shortly after they got into the 
car, one of them asked to be 
dropped off a few blocks down 
the road. But as the taxi came to a 
stop on 84th Street near Tenth Av- 
enue, the perps quickly grabbed 
the driver’s cash and bolted out of 
the car. 

Fortunately, the thugs only 
made off with $5 , and a free ride. 


Purse swiped 

A 32-year-old woman’s ex- 
pensive bag was stolen from an 
apartment lobby on Marine Av- 

The heist went down as the 
victim was waiting in the lobby, 
near 100th Street, when a man 
came up from behind, grabbed 
her purse, and ran off. 

The victim wasn’t carrying 
any cash, but her purse was an 
expensive Louis Vuitton model, 
worth $1,400. 

Cycle swiped 

A 24-year-old man parked his 
2002 Honda motorcycle on 71st 
Street near 13th Avenue on May 
30, only to return the next morn- 


ing to discover the chain cut and 
his bike missing. 

The chopper is valued at 
$4,500, he told cops. 

Dental extract 

A landlord looking for rent 
from his dentist tenant took the 
doc’s equipment and threatened 
to throw his equipment on the 

The dispute turned heated 
when the landlord entered the of- 
fice, which is near 99th Street, and 
removed some expensive equip- 
ment. He then called the dentist 
and threatened that if he didn't get 
his rent soon, the equipment 
would be thrown into the street. 

Police told the landlord he 
had to give back the property. 


62nd Precinct 


Holy crimes 

Two Bath Beach churches 
were broken into on consecutive 
days last week and robbed of 
cash and supplies. 

The first break-in occurred on 
May 28 at St. Finbars, on Bath 
Avenue near Bay 19th Street. At 
around 1 1 :30 am, the perps pried 
open the doors and took $300, 
plus a DVD player and school 
supplies, police said. 

The second swipe occurred 
the next day at St. Frances Cabri- 
ni, a church on 86th Street near 
Bay 11th Street. The perps broke 
in around 1 1 pm, setting off the 



security alarm and taking $200, 
police said. 

Unfortunately, neither church 
has security cameras — except, 
perhaps, for the eyes of a higher 

Evening break 

A 40-year-old man suffered 
minor injuries when two thugs 
kicked in the front door of his Van 
Sicklen Street apartment, punched 
him and robbed him on June 4. 

The break-in went down at 
around 6:30 pm, when the thugs 
attacked the man and then rum- 
maged through his pockets. 
When it was all over, the two 
criminals swiped $200 in cash 
and fled the apartment. 

Purse stolen 

A purse belonging to a Crop- 
sey Avenue nursery home atten- 
dant was stolen right out of her 
locker on May 31. 

The 45-year-old discovered 
the break-in at around 7 am, 
when she finished up her shift. 
She lost her handbag, plus credit 
and debit cards, police said. 

There were no witnesses to 
the break-in at the facility, which 
is near Bay 32nd Street. 

Light swipe 

A man who parked his car on 
Lake Street returned to find it 
missing its headlights on May 30. 

The 38-year-old discovered 
the lightless car, which was near 
Avenue T, at around 11:30 am. 
The 2003 Acura remained with 
its xenon headlamps gone, police 

Flat tire hijinx 

A middle-aged woman got a 
flat and her purse stolen, all before 
her first cup of coffee on May 29. 

The woman stopped her car on 
20th Avenue, near Bath Avenue, 
at around 10:30 am. Her car’s flat 
attracted a thug, who proceeded 


to swipe her purse, rather than 
help her. The purse contained 
$100, including her credit and 
debit cards, police said. 

Bail scam 

An elderly woman fell for the 
ol’ bail-out-your-son scam, hand- 
ing over $2360 to a stranger who 
told her that her son had gotten in 
trouble on May 29, police said. 

The scammer called the 81- 
year-old woman at her home on 
Shore Parkway near 20th Av- 
enue at 3:30 pm, and came by 
later to get the money. 

Gym swipe 

Though absent from these 
pages for several weeks, the gym 
swipe is back. 

An 86th Street gym member 
had his wallet stolen after leav- 
ing it in a locker at around 5 pm 
on May 29. When the 24-year- 
old gym rat hit the showers an 
hour later, he found his wallet — 
and the $100 and credit cards in- 

It’s not the first time that this 
gym — which is near 19th Av- 
enue —has made it to the Police 
Blotter. On April 23, the same 
workout palace was robbed — 
one of an astounding eight gym 
robberies throughout Benson- 
hurst since January. 

Car jack 

A man was held at gunpoint 
and then forced to watch as his 
car was stolen on May 29. 

The victim had parked the car 
on Cropsey Avenue near Bay 
41st Street at around 7 pm. Just 
after the man locked the door, a 
thug with a black pistol came out 
from the shadows and swiped the 
keys from the victim, police said. 

With the gun still trained on 
his victim, the thug jumped into 
the 2000 Toyota and sped off 
down Shore Parkway. 


PIPELINE... 

Continued from page 3 

“The pipe is three-to-four feet underground,” said Haase. “There are 
no portions of the pipeline that are exposed.” 

That was news to this reporter, who had no problem reaching the 
exposed portion of the pipeline and snapping a picture of himself 
touching it. All it took was crawling through a hole in the fence and 
navigating down a small hill. 

A Department of Transportation truck actually drove by as this re- 
porter snapped pictures of the pipeline, yet did not stop. 

Haase said he has been receiving quite a few complaints lately, but 
most are due to misperceptions, like the idea that igniting a pipeline at 
JFK would spread through the pipes connected to parts of Queens and 
Brooklyn. 

“That idea is patently absurd,” said Haase. “There is no oxygen or 
air in the pipes, which you need for combustion.” 

State Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) is calling for “full review 
of this portion” and the “implementation of necessary changes.” 

“The fear is very real,” said Golden. “We cannot be too cautious in 
the times in which we five.” 


fos*ter (faw-ster, fos-ter) 

1. to bring up with care 

2 . to help to grow or develop 
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CB6 member to resign, ripping Marty 


Porcelli asks others to join him, but so far no one has 


a 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A veteran member of Community Board 6 
will resign next week to protest the politically 
motivated axing of nine lxtard colleagues who 
voted against Brace Ratner’s Atlantic Yards 
mega-development — and he’s urging his fel- 
low panelists to do the same. 

Cobble Hill lawyer Joseph Porcelli told The 
Brooklyn Paper that he would step down on 
June 1 1 after six years on the board as a re- 
sponse to Borough President Markowitz and 
Councilmember Bill DeBlasio’s dismissal last 
month of board members who disagreed with 
them on the controversial project. 

“We are supposed to be appointed to repre- 


sent independent opinion. As soon as we did, 
people were whacked,” Porcelli said, referring 
to the strong position CB6 took against Atlantic 
Yards, which Markowitz strongly supports. 

Porcelli, an Atlantic Yards critic, kept his seat 
on the board despite voting for a critical CB6 
resolution that said the borough president’s pet 
project would cause “irreparable damage to the 
quality of life in the borough of Brooklyn.” 

He said the dismissals by Markowitz and 
DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) render “the whole 
community board process meaningless.” 

‘These were people who were extremely knowl- 
edgeable and dedicated to presenting the communi- 
ty’s issues fairly and democratically,” he said. 

The city’s 50-member boards are made up of 
residents and business owners appointed by the 


borough presidents as well as local coun- 
cilmembers. Community Board 6 covers Park 
Slope, Boeram Hill, Carroll Gardens, Cobble 
Hill and Red Hook. 

Markowitz said that he respected any deci- 
sion made by his appointee. 

“He is a longstanding member and I was 
pleased to reappoint him, which I did in good 
faith,” he said, adding that there are “many 
qualified residents on a waiting list to serve.” 

Community Board 6 District Manager Craig 
Hammerman praised Porcelli as someone who 
“always had a very measured and intelligent re- 
sponse to issues.” 

No board members have yet taken Porcelli’s 
lead, but one member admitted this week that 
he had considered taking the protest plunge. 


“I thought about it,” said longtime member 
Peter Fleming. “But then I thought that the best 
way to honor those who were not reappointed 
would be to stick around and do the work that 
they can no longer do.” 

In a subtle rebuke to Markowitz and DeBlasio, 
CB6 Chairman Richard Bashner agreed to allow 
several ousted members to retain their seats on 
board committees, albeit in a non-voting manner. 

The members are former chairman Jerry 
Armer, Angela Beni, Pauline Blake, Bill Blum, 
A1 Cabbad, Barbara Longobardi, Madalaine 
Murphy, Marilyn Oliva and Theresa Ricks. 

“To the extent that we can, we [told the elect- 
ed officials] that we want [these people] to con- 
tinue to make contributions to the board,” said 
Fleming. 
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Our loss, Corzine gain 

Jersey Gov raids Paper for new mouthpiece 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Still hobbling from his nearly fatal car 
accident in April, New Jersey Gov. Jon 
Corzine has poached beloved police-beat 
reporter Lilo H. Stainton from The Brook- 
lyn Paper to be his new press secretary. 

The governor’s office made the an- 
nouncement on Tuesday. 

Before joining The Brooklyn Paper staff 
in 2005, Stainton, 37, worked for six years 
as a reporter in Gannett’s capital bureau in 
Trenton. Earlier, she was a staff reporter on 
central Jersey’s Home News Tribune and 
the New York Daily News. 

While at Gannett, Stainton won two 
New Jersey Press Association awards and 
one National Headliner Award for Public 
Service for individual and team coverage 
of pay hikes in the executive and legislative 
branches of the New Jersey government. 

She had been working for The Brooklyn 
Paper for nearly two years when she got a 
call “out of the blue a couple weeks ago 
from a friend ... in Democratic politics 
down there,” she said. 

Stainton interviewed with Corzine on Sat- 
urday at the governor’s beach house in Is- 
land Beach State Park on the Jersey Shore. 



Brooklyn Paper police reporter Lilo H. 
Stainton is now New Jersey Gov. 
Corzine's spokeswoman. 


“He was in a bathing suit,” said Stain- 
ton. “I was in a suit in 90-degree weather. 

“He’s a very interesting guy, very not at 
all aloof,” added the governor’s newest 
loyal employee. ‘ ‘You might think that 
coming from money [Corzine made mil- 
lions as an investment banker before win- 
ning election to the U.S. Senate and the 
New Jersey statehouse], he’d act standoff- 
ish. That’s not at all the case.” 

Stainton said she would find a “crash 
pad” in or near Trenton, but that Bedford- 
Stuyvesant will continue to be her primary 
residence. 

“Brooklyn will always be my home,” 
said Stainton. “My husband and I built our 
home here. We’re in the middle of renova- 
tions, I might add.” 

Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman wished 
Stainton luck — though with his left hand. 

“Of course, we wish Lilo well in her 
new endeavor, though as journalists, we 
find it shocking that she would leave such 
a noble profession as newspaper work to 
enter the eternal sausage-grinder that is so- 
called ‘public service,’ ” Kuntzman said. 

Stainton is replacing Anthony Coley, 
who was promoted to Corzine’s Communi- 
cations Director. She begins her new gig on 


Chestnut’s 01... 


Jaw-dropping feat 

When Joey Chestnut downed 59-1/2 hot dogs and 
buns in 12 minutes last week, he not only set a new 
world record, but also took care of his eating for at 
least a week. Here's how Chestnut's stunning per- 
formance shapes up (or doesn't shape up): 

TOTAL CALORIES 

18,385 

(9.2 days' worth) 

TOTAL SODIUM 

40,698 mg 
(17.2 days' worth) 

TOTAL FAT 

1,195.95 g 
(18.4 days' worth) 


ASTERISK... 


Continued from page 1 
win in a pickup softball game.” 
Detractors immediately sug- 
gested that Chestnut could nev- 
er have chewed up such high 
numbers had he been competing 
in the heat and humidity of a 
normal summer day, rather than 
in an air-conditioned mall in 
suburban Tempe. Indeed, even 
Shea admitted that hot weather 
at Coney typically reduces con- 
sumption by “two to five dogs.” 
“Remember that very hot July 
4, 2003? Kobayashi, who had 
never eaten less than 50 suddenly 
could only down 44-1/2,” Shea 
said. “He still won, but he 
would’ve committed seppuku 
had we not reminded him that the 
steamy temps were to blame.” 
Still, Shea said Chestnut’s 
59-1/2 HDBs was such a “mon- 
umental” performance that the 
man they call “Jaws” would 
still have broken the record 
even if he’d been in a sauna. 

“The true challenge will come 
— as it always does, like the 
Grim Reaper himself — on July 
4 at Coney Island,” Shea added. 
“If he can put up numbers like 
that at the actual contest, he’ll go 
down in the history books, and 
I’m not talking about Wikipedia, 
but a real history book.” 

Kobayashi did not respond 
to e-mails from this reporter, 
who (full disclosure) served as 
his judge and counter during his 
unprecedented six-in-a-row 
championships from 2001-2006 
at the July 4 contest. 

That an American now holds 
the world record for hot-dog- 
eating brings the sport of com- 
petitive gluttony back to what 


some call its glory days. Before 
the so-called “Japanese Inva- 
sion” of 1996, American eaters 
such as Ed “The Maspeth Mon- 
ster” Krachie, Mike “The 
Scholar” DeVito and Frank 
“Hollywood” Dellarosa lorded 
over the champion’s table. 

But none of those fabled frank- 
ophiles ever ate more than 22-1/4 
HDBs. And ever since the 
diminutive Japanese phenom Hi- 
rofumi Nakajima beat the enor- 
mous Krachie in a one-on-one 
stuff-your-faceoff in December, 
1996, the coveted Mustard Yel- 
low International Belt has re- 
mained around thin Japanese 
waists for every year except 1999. 

The most widely accepted ex- 
planation for the Japanese 
prowess is Krachie’s own “Belt of 
Fat” theory. The 300-pound 
Krachie argued in a well-re- 
searched (but ultimately rejected 
by the Journal of the American 
Medical Association) paper that 
his own abundant adipose tissue 
around his midsection prevented 
his stomach from expanding to 
hold more hot dogs, while the thin 
Japanese eaters had highly devel- 
oped abdominus rectus muscles 
that allowed the stomach to stretch 
and contain more and more 
chewed-up hot dogs and buns. 

Chestnut is the greatest of a 
new wave of lightweight Amer- 
ican eaters — the so-called 
“Thin-icans”— who are leading 
the charge to keep the belt on 
American soil. 

But first, Chestnut will have 
to win it back on July 4. 

As they say in the competi- 
tive eating world, that’s a tough 
nut to eat 59-1/2 of. 


Continued from page 1 
Tempe, Arizona simply can’t be 
known until he does it again. 

In the heat of an actual com- 
petition. 

After all, last year at Coney 
Island, with the temperatures 
and humidity both well above 
80, Chestnut finished 1-3/4 
dogs behind his nemesis, 
Takeru Kobayashi, who ate 53- 
3/4 and captured his sixth con- 
secutive Mustard Yellow Interna- 
tional Belt, the world-renowned 
symbol of gustatory greatness. 

Chestnut dodged my calls 
about whether the air condi- 
tioning was responsible for his 
sudden ability to eat 59-1/2 
HDBs, so this reporter — 
humbly speaking, the foremost 


\ ANGLE 


EDSEQMiia 

competitive eating writer in the 
nation (no, you could look it up 
... on Wikipedia!) — did the 
next best thing: I conducted a 
completely scientific experi- 
ment at an indoor Nathan’s 
stand. With the air conditioning 
blow ing at lull bore, I was able 
to down two HDBs in just one 
minute (such a pace, if sus- 
tained over 12 minutes, would 
have won me the Mustard Yel- 
low Belt only a decade ago, by 
the way). 

Then I bought two more 
dogs and took them outside, 
into the heat and mugginess of 
a normal New York summer 
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I straggled to get even one of 
the dogs down my quivering 
gullet. My face broke out in a 
sweat (that’s real garlic satisfac- 
tion in there, my friends) and I 
got woosy from the heat. 

The result of my experiment 
was clear: Air conditioning is to 
competitive eating what ste- 
roids are to baseball or, more 
accurately, the power nail driv- 
er is to Amish bam-raising. 

Naturally, George Shea, the 
chairman of the International 
Federation of Competitive Eat- 
ing, thought this columnist was 

“First of all, your metaphor 
is absurd,” Shea said. “If any- 
thing, air conditioning is more 
like Lasix, the legal drag that 
thoroughbred trainers some- 

“But your larger point is 
even more misguided,” Shea 
added. “Yes, there is no ques- 
tion that air conditioning helps 
competitive eaters, but the dif- 
ference between Chestnut’s 59- 
1/2 and Kobayashi’s 53-3/4 is 
so vast as to tramp any so- 
called ‘advantage’ that Chestnut 
got from the indoor contest.” 

Shea admitted he’s started to 
hear the drumbeat for an aster- 
isk — at least until Chestnut 
beats Kobayashi fair and 
sweaty on July 4 — but is re- 
sisting the call. 

“I don’t want to question 
your integrity, but your integrity 
is questionable,” Shea said. 
“This will all be settled on July 
4. And by the way, did I tell you 
I’m bringing in a giant from In- 
dia this year?” 

Shea was apparently talking 
about P. Theyagarjan, the 7’8” 
chicken tika masala-eating 
champion of the world, who 
will be making his debut on 
July 4. 

And he says my integrity is 
questionable! 
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Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 


Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whit 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS ; Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY ; Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 

CROWNS, BRIDGES, PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 


INVISALIGN PROVIDER 


Emergency Patients , 


1 n the sa 




EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) instance 

"SET (718)622-8020 S? 


■H 


CROWNS 


\:]u iIciM 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




GENERAL & COSMETIC 

| DgmSTRY 

Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 

ond insurance plans accommodated 


( Quality Dentistry ^ 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 





MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Brldgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome, Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 


( SPECIAL ATTENTION 
to apprehensive 
Patients & Children 




FAMILY MEDICINE 


■TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 

itart the - w — — ■ 

)rocess months before 
saving to get your shots 


» Malaria prevention 

— Brooklyn Heights Family Practice — | 

185 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 

Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


DERMATOLOGY 



Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails * 

27 8th Avenue I 1000 Park Avenue 


Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE, CHANGE YOUR WORLD, 
FEEL BETTER! 

Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. is a long time community activist and Social Therapist 
with 30 years experience. He works with people from all walks of life on issues 

INDIVIDUALS / COUPLES / GROUP THERAPY 
Dr. Rafael Mendez, Ph.D. 

104-106 South Oxford Street, Fort Greene • www.socialtherapygroup.com 

FREE CONSULTATION. CALL 718-797-3220 aso-ii 


It’s Never too late. Take a Chance! 

LIFE CAN CHANGE 

Extensive Exp. in working with trauma survivors & those 
whom suffer with depression, anxiety & sleep disorders. 
Groups, Couples &? Individuals Psychotherapy 

Lillian Engelson, LCSW 9 17 978-7138 

Insurance reimbursement • PVT Brooklyn Office 


To advertise in HEALTH, MIND 
& BODY call The Paper at 
( 718 ) 834-9350 















INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS I CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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GO s guide to the boroughs best summer books 




T he Brooklyn Book Festival is fast ap- 
proaching and it’s time to get serious about 
your summer reading. After all, by the 
time the September festival rolls around, there 
could be a new Jonathan to obsess over — cer- 
tainly you wouldn’t want to be the last to know. 

With only three months to go, we’ve com- 
plied a list of the best new books from borough- 
based writers and publishers. So once you’ve 
plowed through Harry Potter’s latest adventure, 
toss these page-turners in the beach bag and 
start reading; whether it’s a quiet day in 
Prospect Park, a flight overseas or a trip on the 
L train, don’t leave home without one. 

"The Cure for Anything is 
Salt Water: How I Threw 
My Life Overboard and 
Found Happiness at Sea" 

by Mary South, out now 
By most people’s stan- 
dards, Bedford-Stuyvesant’s 
Mary South had it made: a 
successful career in book 
publishing and her own 
home, but somewhere around age 40, some- 
thing changed. In her first book, South — a 
novice sailor — swaps her “normal” life to 
fulfill her dream of being one with the open 
sea. The memoir traces South’s journey and 
follows her around the world as she con- 
fronts her past and reinvents herself. 

"The Importance of Be- 
ing Dangerous" by David 
Dante Troutt, out now 
“The Importance of Be- 
ing Dangerous,” from 
Downtown Brooklyn resi- 
dent David Dante Troutt, 
is set during the econom- 
ic boom of the 1990s, , 

and tells the tale of a 
single mom, a dedicated defense lawyer 
and a troubled comedian struggling for a 
piece of the pie. When the three join a Har- 
lem investment club, they plot to scam 
wealthy people who have harmed the neigh- 
borhood’s African-American community. 
But when one member’s fishy friend joins it 
things go from dark ti 


"The City in Crimson 
Cloak" by Asli Erdogan, 
out July 7 

New from DUM- 
BO’S Soft Skull Press and 
recently translated from 
Turkish, “The City in Crim- 
son Cloak” definitely isn’t 
the most uplifting book on 
GO’s summer reading list 




Stacked: Alicia Mason-Guild, of Carroll Gardens, picks out books for beach reading 
at DUMBO's P.S. Bookshop. 



— the book, set in Rio de Janiero, follows 
the main character Ozgur through bits and 
pieces of her unfinished, semi-autobiographi- 
cal novel. Through the book-within-a-book 
approach, a broken woman struggles to make 
peace with life as she approaches her death. 

"The Great Man" by Kate 
Christensen, out Aug. 14 
Greenpoint’s Kate Chris- 
tensen, author of “The Epi- 
cure’s Lament,” tells the 
tale of New York artist 
Oscar Feldman in this 
contemporary novel. 
More importantly, it fo- 
cuses on the many ladies 



he left behind: a wife, a long-time lover and 
a sister. Five years after his death, the women 
begin to piece together his life for two com- 
peting biographers. The clashing perspectives 
of the womenfolk result in loads of dirty 
laundry and the uncovering of a scandalous 
second life Feldman led just 
over the Brooklyn Bridge . 


"Maynard and Jennica" 

by Rudolph Delson, out 
Sept. 18 

It’s a bit late for what’s 
traditionally considered 
summer, but with the 
warm autumns we’ve 
been having, this quirky 



Gale force reading 

Sure, we all like to 
think of ourselves as 
the literary type, toting 
a smart new book 
around town like a pea- 
cock showing off his 
plumage. The fact of 
the matter is, though, 
nothing says summer 
like a steamy romance 
read on the sand. 

Harlequin romance scribe Barbara Gale has 


including the racy interracial romance “Picking 
Up the Pieces," in and around the borough. 
Gale's most-recent book, "Finding His Way 
Home," came out in February, but the inex- 
haustible romantic has another tome, "The 
Farmer Takes a Wife," coming out in September. 

Despite all of the time she devotes to her 
bodice-rippers. Gale still manages to be reading 
five books simultaneously. GO Brooklyn's Jessi- 
ca Grose quizzed the inveterate book lover on 
her summer reading picks, her love of libraries 
and the most romantic spots in Kings County. 
GO Brooklyn: What are the best beach reads 
for the summer of 2007? 

Barbara Gale: I don’t really differentiate be- 
tween beach books and regular books, but right 
now reading “The Secret Life of Bees” by Sue 
Monk Kidd, “The Shipping News” by E. Annie 
Proulx, “The Naming of the Dead” by Ian 
Rankin, “The Tenth Circle” by Jodi Picoult and 
“Rise and Shine” by Anna Quindlen. 

GO: Since you’re an expert on matters of the 
heart, what are the most romantic summer spots 
in Brooklyn? 

BG: It doesn’t get more romantic than Prospect 
Park, but there are also a lot of great beaches. 
There’s the smallest gem in Manhattan Beach and I 
also love Gravesend where the boats are. You can’t 
miss with long walks at the Brooklyn Botanical 
Garden, especially the Shakespeare Garden, which 
has every flower mentioned in Shakespeare’s plays. 
I’m also a foodie; so if you’re looking for a roman- 
tic meal, search out Red Rose on Smith Street. 

GO: What is your favorite place to read? 

BG: I have a house in [upstate] Delaware Coun- 
ty, and I love to read in my hammock. 

GO: How do you find time to read so much? 
BG: I’m up at 5 am to write, so I don’t read during 
the day, but by 7 or 8 pm. I’m ready to do some 
reading and go to sleep. I must have 300 books by 
my side. I am a library aficionado and I’m always 
giving away books as gifts. Even though I read so 
much, if you don’t get me by page 50, I’m going to 
put a book down. There are too many books in the 
world and I have to read them all. 



romance could still be read on a patio or in 
the park. Author Rudolph Delson hatched the 
idea for this book — an off-the-wall love 
story — on a walk through Park Slope. 
He writes about misanthropic Maynard, a 
complex ex-musician with a slew of 
quirks and a passion for filming fashion 
faux pas on the subway, and Jennica, a 
true romantic Californian with dreams of a 
life in the big city. Told by 35 narrators, in- 
cluding the 6 train itself, this is a classic 
New York tale. 


EVENT 


June’s march 

Celebrate Brooklyn kicked off on June 6 with an in- 
terfaith service at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Park 
Slope, followed by four days of events marking the an- 
nual celebration of gay life in Brooklyn and honoring 
the folks who have made 
significant contributions 
to the community. 

Before anyone 
breaks out their go-go 
boots, though, running 
shoes will be the sensible 
choice for the 5K run on 
June 9 that will benefit 
the Park Slope Geriatric 
Day Center. If running in 
the race doesn’t leave you completely spent, try your 
hand at the day-long Multicultural Festival along 
Prospect Park West. But the real fun starts at 9 pm 
when the parade, lead by Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn, kicks off at 15th Street and Prospect Park West. 
The colorful floats and fellas in frocks will then head 
up Seventh Avenue to Flatbush Avenue — and even 
feature Brooklyn Beep (pictured) in his Pridemobile 
with the flashing lights spelling out “M-A-R-T-Y.” 
Brooklyn Pride" runs June 6 to 9. For a complete 
calendar of events, visit www.brooklynpride.org. 

— Christopher Murray 



EVENT 


Fair and Flare 

The Renegade Craft Fair came to McCarren Park 
Pool in 2003 after two successful years in the 
Windy City as a place for arts-and-crafty types to 
ply their wares. 

“We’re crafters our- 
selves and couldn’t find 
anything that catered to 
the kind of contemporary 
crafts we were making,” 
founder Sue Blatt said. 

This year’s Fair will 
have more than 200 ven- 
dors from Brooklyn and around the world. Schnack 
will even be there with a cart to keep shoppers satiated 
while they hop from booth to booth. 

The Fair also does a great deal to build up the 
crafts community and let shoppers spend their mon- 
ey locally. 

“I think a lot of people in Brooklyn are really into 
the idea of buying original pieces from indie shops 
and trying to avoid the big chains,” Keith Carollo of 
Fred Flare told GO Brooklyn. “At the Renegade Craft 
Fair, you get to meet all the vendors who actually 
make the products so you know your dollar goes di- 
recdy to them instead of a faceless corporation.” 

The Renegade Craft Fair will take place from 1 1 
am-6 pm on June 16 and 17 at the McCarren Park 
Pool (Lorimer Street between Driggs and Bayard 
avenues in Greenpoint). Free. For information, visit 
www.renegadecraft.com. — Adam Rathe 



DANCE 


Kids V play 

It isn’t only rock music that Brooklyn’s kids are 
getting noticed for. On Saturday, June 9, “Hip-Hop 
Generation Next” in Red Hook’s Coffey Park will 
showcase the rapping, dancing and DJ talents of the 
borough’s young MCs. 

“Growing up, hip- 
hop gave me something 
to do,” said Brandon Al- 
bright, the event’s artistic 
director, who highlighted 
performances by stu- 
dents from PS 27 and 
kids from Fort Greene’s 
Urban Assembly School 
of Music and Art. 

As part of the annu- 
al Red Hook Block Party, the first-time event is 
open to anyone who cares to stop by, but is focused 
on encouraging the neighborhood’s children. 

"Hip-Hop Generation Next" will kick off at 2 
pm on June 9 at Coffey Park (Richard Street at 
Pioneer Street in Red Hook). For information, vis- 
it www.dancinginthestreets.org or call (212) 625- 
3505. — Danielle Douglas 



^what's for 

LUNCH? 99 



Busy Chef helps you answer the "what's forJuBgW" 
dilemma by offering wholesome, conveifRiHjfeat 
tasting meals you can feel good aoout eating and 
serving to your friends and family. i , 

Everything we make is not only delicio®, it's good for 
you too. So stop in and pick up luncrymd get to 
what's great about life., living. 

busyCHEF 

Tirre for something good 




• Lunch & 9{ight(y Specials 

• Wood ‘Burning ‘Pizza 

• Desserts & Coffee • Deer & Wine 

• Private Parties SLvailahCe 10-100 Persons 


232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 



THE "FIXE" IS IN AT TEMPO! 

The Great Neighborhood Restaurant Just Got Better!!! 

\ COMPLETE THREE COURSE DINNER-FULL MENU SELECTION 
\ $25 per person SUNDAY thru THURSDAY 

$35 per person FRIDAY and SATURDAY 

250 Bottle Wine Selection-21 Wines By The Glass-Full Bar 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURAN 1 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope "718 636 2020 ■ www.tempobrooklyn.coi 



best margarita in Brooklyn! 

i J Tex Mexican Cuis 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 



'EXICALI 
Restaurant 

k AizaiUcbLe- for Parties 
^Saturday St StzJtday Bnwxdc 
I includes azncplLicetctary drink, ' 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • 

Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 


UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

at Water Street Restaurant 


\ WEDDINGS • BRIDAL SHOWERS j 
BIRTHDAYS • BAR MITZVAHS * 

H, i .FAMILY & CLASS REUNIONS - r f 
- 1 ENGAGEMENT PARTIES 
CORPORATE EVENTS 
FUNDRAISERS 


66 Water Street • DUMBO • (718) 625-9352 

















THUR ♦ 6/14 * 8:00 

:ss American Roots Series 
Orleans’ royal family of funk 


SAT ♦ 6/16 * 7:30 

WaMu Concert Series 

Powerhouse pop diva | 
downtown ensemble 
interprets classic girl group 


& THE CLINCH MOUNTAIN BOYS I 
JAMES REAMS & THE BARNSTORMERS 

Living legend of bluegrass | 
granddaddy of Brooklyn bluegrass 


Iconic British folk rocker /American 


nco 


shoprico.com 


American Leather Fontana Arte 
Atlantico by De La Espada Maria Yee 

Baronet Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bruno Marina Gallery Robert Abbey 
DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 


less which doesn’t happen too 
often in my life.” 

He beat out thousands of 
other contestants, but this guy 
is certainly well prepared. Af- 
ter receiving his degree from 
the Culinary Institute of 
America, Salmon worked at 
the famed 21 Club and for 
Alain Sailhac (now the dean 
emeritus at the French Culi- 
nary Institute in Manhattan) 
and Jeffrey Zakarian (chef at 
Country, Town and 44 in the 
Royalton Hotel). 

For the past seven years, 


Salmon has been the director 
of operations for Cucina & 
Company in Macy’s Cellar, as 
well as Macy’s Cellar Bar & 
Grill. But all that work in 
Manhattan hasn’t made 
Salmon resistant to the charms 
of a Brooklyn restaurant. He 
cited Robin Des Bois on 
Court Street and Le Petit 
Marche in Brooklyn Heights 
as his favorite local eateries. 

With a work history like 
that, joining a group of 
younger — contestants ages 
range from 25-39 — and less- 


experienced finalists still 

“It was humbling,” he 

Like any reality show, the 
contestants are chosen as 
much for their skill as their 
personalities, and this season’s 
series has a formidable round- 
up of characters. Salmon plays 
the role of the elder statesman: 
helpful to the others, but al- 
ways competitive. His experi- 
ence and know-how is paired 
with that of contestants like 
the stiletto-wearing Nikki Shaw 
and the cigar-chomping, Tony 
Soprano-like Tommy Grella. 

With all of these chefs, 
surely Salmon had beef with 
someone, right? None that he 
would cop to, at least. 

“They were all great,” 
Salmon said. “There wasn’t a 
single one who couldn’t be a 
Food Network star.” 

Salmon wouldn’t rag on the 
judges, Bob Tuschman or 
Susie Fogelson. He didn’t 
even have a bad word to say 
about icy guest chef Robert 
Irvine, he of the Austrian ac- 
cent that could make a 
Gestapo guard shake in his 
well-polished boots. 

“I have a tremendous 
amount of respect for the man,” 
Salmon said. “He didn’t scare 
me.” 

What did rock this seem- 
ingly unshakable chef wasn’t 
pulling off a wedding dinner 
for 100 guests in just six hours 
or any of the other challenges 
thrown his way, but, as he put 
it, “the challenge of being my- 
self.” 

“You have no access to the 
outside world: no TV, no mag- 
azines or newspapers, no tele- 
phone,” he said. “They took 
away me being the boss, me 
being a father, a son, me being 
a boyfriend. I had to be myself 
without all those relationships 
defining me. That was the 
challenge.” 


In collaboration with 

will bring together Fine Foods & Wines 
of the Italian Region 

Basilicata 

Prepared by its native chef & our guest 
Chef Federico Valicenti 
Join us on this week long culinary journey 
Beginning June 19th through June 24th, 2007 
Which will also feature an exquisite 
Five Course Basilicata Wine Dinner 
For $100 Per Person 
Friday, June 22nd, 2007 at 6:30pm 

M 

345 Court Street (at Union St. in Carroll Gardens) 
For Reservations... Call (718)- 852-5015 


Check out the 

Brooklyn Dining Listings 

at BrooklynPaper.com 
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It’s no fluke 

Brooklyns Michael Salmon 
hits it big on the Food Network 


Grilled Salmon: Brooklyn 
Heights' own Michael Sal- 
mon is a veteran chef, but 
on "The Next Food Net- 
work Star" he has to com- 
pete against 10 other con- 
testants in culinary activities 
such as baking cakes, at left, 
in an effort to win the grand 
prize of his own cooking 
show on the network. 


2 large Spanish onions, diced 
2 large carrots, diced 
2 stalks celery, diced 
4 cloves garlic, peeled and minced 

2 naval oranges, zested and juiced 
2 large sprigs rosemary, picked from stem, plus 2 more 
sprigs for garnish 
6 cups beef stock 


easily, it’s finished. Remove 
meat from the liquid and let 
stand at room temp for 30 
minutes before slicing. 

For the gravy: Degrease the 
remaining liquid in the pot. 
Pour into a food processor and 
blend. Adjust seasoning. 
Transfer the gravy into a 2- 
quart saucepan and warm up 
before serving. Adjust thick- 
ness with beef stock if needed. 

Cut the meat on the bias, 
against the grain. Place on a 
large serving platter and top 
with hot gravy. Garnish with 
rosemary springs. 


z Remember 
2 the most 
S important 
^ thing in 
— i Real Estate 


Licensed 


Real Estate 


Broker 


184 DeKalb Ave. 


O (718) 222-1199 

“ * www.3location3.co 


Cook like a star 

Michael Salmon and other finalists had to submit 30 recipes to 
the selection committee to even be considered for “The Next 
Food Network Star.” His “Orange-Rosemary Brisket with Pan 
Gravy” is the kind of “comfortable, simple food” he told GO 
Brooklyn that he enjoys preparing. His recipes, said Salmon, are 
“like instructions from Betty Crocker’s kitchen. They work.” 

Orange-Rosemary Brisket 
with Pan Gravy 

Yield: 8-10 servings 

8 lbs. kosher brisket, first cut, trimmed of excess fat 
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper 
4 ounces olive oil 


Preheat oven to 350 de- 
grees. Season meat liberally 
on all sides with salt and pep- 
per. Heat oil in a large Dutch 
oven over med-high heat. 
Place meat in pot, fatty side 
down. Brown the meat on 
both sides, about 5 to 7 min- 
utes each. Remove meat and 
all but 6 tablespoons fat. Add 
the onions, carrots, celery and 
garlic to pan and cook until 
deep golden brown. Add the 
wine and deglaze. Add orange 
juice, zest and rosemary. 
Bring to a boil and add the 
meat. Add beef stock until it 
almost covers the meat and 
bring this mix to a boil. Cover 
pot and place in oven. Bake 
for approximately two hours. 

To test doneness, stick a 
large fork into the center of 
the meat. If it slides in and out 


AUTHENTIC DOMINIC 


“ Coma Como en su Cm ” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.: 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29. 


RESTAU 


4408 5th Ave. (m. 44th a 45th *..> (718) 438-2001 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • CDS®# 


Salmon met the deadline. “I 
got a call the next Wednesday 
saying they’d love to have 
me. The call left me speech- 


art lighting furniture decor 


FATHER'S DAY 

Our Complete Menu Available 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


T he chef wouldn’t dish. I 
wasn’t asking for a secret 
recipe, I only wanted to 
know who won the reality 

But Michael Salmon, a 
Brooklyn Heights resident and 
a contestant on the chef show- 
down, “The Next Food Net- 
work Star,” wouldn’t spill the 
garbanzos about whether he 
— or one of his 10 toque- 
wearing rivals — will end up 
winning the contest and get- 
ting his own 

‘1 really can’t 
tell you,” he 
said. 

That was the 
only moment 
in our meeting 
when the usu- 
ally chatty Salmon — “like 
the fish” — was at a loss for 
words. At 53, the tall, bald- 
headed restaurant professional 
is no newcomer to interviews. 
From 2005 to 2006, he was 
the host of “Wild Salmon,” a 
radio program on Air Ameri- 
ca, and, before that, he stared 
in “Secrets From the 
Kitchen,” a 1980s cooking 
show. It was his on-air rapport 
with the audience that led 
Salmon to his current gig. 

“I was on the radio when 
the first ‘Network Star’ pro- 
gram was running,” he said, 
clad in a well-cut suit and not 
his chef’s whites. “One of my 
listeners called in and said, 
‘You should take your mouth 
and put it on television.’” 
When Salmon checked the 
requirements, though, he real- 
ized he only had a few days to 
meet the show’s application 
deadline. In that time, he had to 
produce a three-minute video 
that answered the question, 
“Why do you think you should 
be a Food Network star?” 
Despite the crunch on time, 


Sunday Dinner Starts at 1pm 

Dinner Delivery & V al et Par ki ng 
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Quite a 'Prospect’ 

4 Celebrate brings summer music back to Slope 


T here were no free concerts in 
Prospect Park in the mid-1970s, 
when the Neville brothers were 
living in a basement apartment on 
Union Street. In fact, Prospect Park was 
someplace you just didn’t go at night. 
So Aaron Neville and his brothers may 
not recognize the place, but they’re 
ready to get reacquainted at the kickoff 
to “Celebrate Brooklyn” this Thursday 
night. 

The Nevilles are definitely eager to 
visit the old neighborhood. “Don’t wor- 
ry,” Aaron said, “We gonna put on a 
kickin’ show for y’all up there in 
Brooklyn.” 

This year marks both the 30th an- 
niversary of the Neville Brothers and 
the 40th anniversary of Aaron Neville’s 
“Tell It Like It Is,” which peaked at 
number two on the U.S . Billboard Top 
100 and at number one on the U.S. 
R&B chart back in 1967. 

GO Brooklyn asked Aaron Neville 
— when we finally got him on the line, 
at a roadside restaurant in Virginia, 
with time running out on his cellphone 
battery — to “tell it like it is.” Is there 
a dominant brother at the moment? 
Any sibling rivalry to speak of? 

“We’re all the dominant brother,” he 
said with self-assuredness. “Cyril’s the 
baby, Art's the oldest— that’s why 
what we call him Poppa Funk— but 
we're all dominant.” 

And it’s been a long time coming. 
“We've been trying to get the Nevilles 
for a long time,” said Jack Walsh, direc- 
tor of “Celebrate Brooklyn.” “We’re re- 
ally glad the timing finally worked out.” 
Born and raised in Park Slope, 



The Hold Steady plays the Prospect Park bandshell on Aug. 9. 


Walsh has a good sense of the neigh- 
borhood and what it stands for. “We 
wanted to create a concert series that 
would feel [like it was] about the com- 
munity,” he said, “like it’s not just sort 
of plopped down by some outside pro- 

And it looks like Brooklyn’s in for a 
lot of hot summer nights. With 25 con- 
certs this summer, two more than ever 
before, “Celebrate Brooklyn” is the 
city’s longest-running free performing 
arts festival, and lures over 250,000 
fans to the park each year. Launched in 
1979 to bring people back into 
Prospect Park after years of neglect, 
“Celebrate Brooklyn” has survived 
thanks to the gentrification that it 
helped in part to foster. 


Among other pioneering pursuits, 
“Celebrate Brooklyn” is experimenting 
with music paired with film; staging 
performances of live original composi- 
tions scored to silent films by Hitch- 
cock and Laurel & Hardy, as well as a 
showing of “Hum Kisi Se Kum 
Nahin,” a classic Bollywood gangster 
film, followed by a Bollywood disco 
dance party. 

Though the concerts are for the most 
part free, in order to ensure the future 
of the program, there will be several 
special benefit concerts with tickets 
priced at $30. One will feature Ani 
DiFranco and the other Manu Chao, 
returning after last year’s successful 
concert for two engagements this year. 

Additionally, our over-caffeinated 


ears perked up when we heard that, for 
the first year ever, the festival will have 
an official sponsor: Starbucks. As part 
of the sponsorship arrangement, visi- 
tors to each performance will be treat- 
ed to free samples of Starbuck’s coffee 
and summer beverages. 

But don’t worry — just because it’s 
the green behemoth and not a local 
coffee bar, that doesn’t mean Celebrate 
Brooklyn’s line-up has gone all corpo- 
rate. Diversity remains a hallmark, and 
this year’s roster as eclectic as ever. 

“What we’re trying to do is put a lot 
of fresh ideas out there,” said Walsh, 
“and then kind of infuse the lineup 
with recognizable names that resonate 
in an interesting way.” 

There are acts as radical and far 
ranging as the Sierra Leone Refugee 
All-Stars — who are actually refugees 
— and Isaac Delgado, who recently 
immigrated from Cuba and plays a 
kind of salsa-like music known as 
“pimba.” What’s more, the opener that 
night is the lead singer of Yerba Buena, 
Cuba’s foremost revolutionary hip-hop 
group. And KRS-One, who admits to 
spending more than a few nights in 
Prospect Park as a homeless youth in 
the early ’80s, will be returning to tri- 
umphantly rock the mic alongside La- 
dybug Mecca of Digable Planets. 

Last summer’s TV On The Radio 
concert was a revelation, as the stars 
(Brooklyn band on the cusp of broader 
success) aligned to create a once-in-a- 
lifetime kind of event. The Aug. 9 con- 
cert featuring several Brooklyn bands, 
including indie rock darlings the Hold 
Steady, might be this year’s frontrun- 
ner to replicate that “time and place” 
moment. But there are countless candi- 
dates: Lou Reed was recently added to 
the bill (which already included Ben E. 
King and others) of a tribute to “Viva 
Las Vegas” songwriter Doc Pomus. 

What it all adds up to, Walsh mod- 
estly hopes, is “something worth get- 
ting out of the house for on a summer 

" Celebrate Brooklyn" will begin on 
June 14 with an opening night gala 
and the Neville Brothers in concert. 
See our "Celebrate Brooklyn " calen- 
dar below for more information. 
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No ‘what if’ — Joan is one of us 

She might have lost the 
nose ring and moved off of 
the pop charts and into Cob- 
ble Hill, but singer-songwriter 
Joan Osborne, who will be 
performing on June 16 at the 
Prospect Park Bandshell as 
part of Celebrate Brooklyn, is 
still singing. GO Brooklyn's 
Chris Varmus caught up with 
Osborne, who dished on Cel- 
ebrate Brooklyn, being a 
mom and life after "One of 
Us," the God-themed tune 
that put her on the charts (and 
in the Religious Right's cross- 
hairs). Since that 1995 album 
went triple-platinum, she's put 
out only two more discs of 
original material (the 2000 fol- 
low-up "Righteous Love" and 
"Pretty Little Stranger," which 
came out last year), plus two 
CDs of R&B covers. 



GO Brooklyn: What was 
your introduction to New 
York, and how did your music 
career get started? 

Joan Osborne: I first came 
to New York to go to film 
school and fell into the roots 
blues music scene that was 
happening in the late ’80s and 
early ’90s. Growing up in 
Kentucky, I wasn’t exposed to 


a lot of the music that would 
end up having the biggest in- 
fluence on me — people like 
Etta James, Helen Wolfe and 
Otis Redding. I sang at my 
first open mic kind of by acci- 
dent after a friend dared me. 
After that, I was hooked. I 
started performing more and 
put a band together; we’d do 
four one-hour sets at all kinds 
of places. The first recordings 
I did were live. We made a 
CD to sell at shows. That’s 
how we got from place to 
place; it was gas money or 
maybe a meal. 

GO: You’re best known for 
your hit song “One of Us.” 
How did that early exposure 


change the course of your ca- 
reer? 

JO: That song was actually 
written by Eric Bazillian as 
something he wanted to do 
himself, and he brought a sort 
of dirge-like, Nick Cave-ish 
version of it into the studio 
where we were making “Rel- 
ish” [Osborne’s first album], 
Rick Chertoff, the producer, 
had the idea to do it as a pop 
song, and so I did this really 
innocent version, like a ques- 
tion asked by a child. The suc- 
cess of that song has been 
kind of a double-edged sword, 
obviously, ultimately positive 
because it’s enabled people to 
get to know me, but there’s 
been a bit of pressure to recre- 
ate that level of success. I’m 
not in the pop mainstream 
anymore and that's freed me 
up to do more of what I like. 
The new album is very much 
a Philly Soul/early ’70s sound. 
There are personal songs as 
well as covers, and it’s all in- 
tegrated seamlessly. 

GO: Was it a challenge to fit 
your new songs into that older 
style? 

JO: It’s actually kind of liber- 
ating. You know, it’s a satisfy- 


ingly simple problem to solve. 
Songwriting is about taking 
the personal and making it 
universal, so that doesn’t 

GO: How has being a mother 
changed your perspective in 
terms of songwriting? 

JO: She’s 2 1/2 — they grow 
up fast! But yes, I've written 
songs for her and about her. 
Motherhood is a profound 
emotional experience. You 
can’t avoid your feelings any- 
more after going through 
something like it. It’s definite- 
ly made me look at my own 
experiences more honestly, 
whether it was romantic en- 
tanglements or whatever else. 
Songwriting is a process of re- 
membering details and truths. 
GO: Will your “Celebrate 
Brooklyn” performance be 
your first at Prospect Park? 
JO: I actually can’t remember 
if I’ve ever performed in Pros- 
pect Park; if I did it was a long 
time ago. I used to live in Park 
Slope, then moved away for 
some years, and now I’m [in] 
Cobble Hill. I’m a Bandshell 
regular, though. I go with my 
friends all the time. I can’t wait 


to perform there — I know it’s 
going to be a ton of fun. 

Joan Osborn and the Jazz 
Passengers will perform at 
"Celebrate Brooklyn" on June 
16 at 7:30 pm at the Prospect 
Park Bandshell (enter at Ninth 
Street and Prospect Park West). 
Free. For information, visit 
www.celebratebrookIyn.org. 
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Celebrate Brooklyn calendar 

Want to spend the summer in Prospect Park with New York City's longest running free performing arts festival? Soak up the sun 
(or the moon beams) and all the free music, dance, theater and film you can take. All performances are rain or shine, except July 6. 
Tickets ' ‘ ' * ' 


free unless otherwise noted. For information, call (718) 855-7882 or visit w\ 

Andrew J. Nemr & CPD Plus, Darra 
Dance 

Friday, July 13 at 7 pm. Zoe, the Pinkc 


Thursday, June 14 at 8 pm. The Nevilli 
Brothers. Opening night gala, honoi 

cert at5:30 pm.' TicketeHor' $00 ar 


dancing. Call (718) 855-7882, x33. 

Saturday, June 1 6 at 7:30 pm. Joan Osborne, 
the Jazz Passengers: the Supremes Project 
Thursday, June 21 at 7:30 pm. The Richard 
Thompson Band, Ollabelle 
Friday, June 22 at 7:30 pm. Ralph Stanley & Th< 
Clinch Mountain Boys, James Reams & The 

Tuesday, June 26 and Wednesday, June 27 at 


Saturday, July 14 at 8 pm. Brooklyn Philhar- 
monic with Music Director Michael Christie, 
guest artists Mark O'Connor and Maya Beiser 
Sunday, July 15 at 4 pm. Frank London's Yiddish 
Carnival featuring: Frank London, the Klez- 
matics, Fyvush Finkel, Wolf Krakowski, Roberto 

Rodriguez, Frank L — n A " 

stars featuring Mar , ^ 


rate Brooklyn" featuring Manu 
Jemba Sound System. Tickets c 




Radio 

Friday, June 29 at 7 pm. Groove Collective, Ravi 
Coltrane, Craig Harris 
Saturday, June 30 at 7 pm. The Stills, Sam 
Roberts Band, Malajube 
Thursday, July 5 at 7:30 pm. Isaac Delgado, 

Friday, July 6 at 7:30 pm (Rain Date: Saturday, 
July 7 at 7:30 pm). The American premiere of 
South African collaboration, REwind: A 
Cantata for Voice, Tape and Testimony 
Thursday, July 12 at 7:30 pm. Noche Flamenca, 


_ie Festival Latii 

Jewish Carnival Orchestra & Social Justic 

Wednesday, July 18 at 7:30 pm. Benefit c<_ 

in support of "Celebrate Brooklyn" featuring 

www.ticketmaster.com for $37. 

Thursday, July 19 at 7:30 pm. Music & Movies 
^ A,f 1 1 1 ' 1 il"with 


3y "Blue" Bland, 

Saturday, July 21 at 7 pm. Hal Willner's Doc 
Pomus Project, featuring: Ben E. King, Teddy 
Thompson, Steven Bernstein, Joel Dorn, 

Peter Guralnick, Shannon McNally, and others 
Sunday, July 22 at 5 pm. Dan Zanes 8c Friends 
(Special guests TBA) 


ilebratebrooklyn.org. — Melissa Saks 
& Arnie 

Friday, July 27 at 7:30 pm. Music 8c Movies 
Series: Laurel 8c Hardy with the Millennial 

Saturday, July 28 at 2 pm. Boricua Festival fea- 
turing Tito Rojas, Joe Cuba Sextet, Viento de 
Aqua and others 

Thursday, August 2 at 8 pm. Brave New World 
Repertory Theatre performing Walt 
Whitman's "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry" with 

Friday, August 3 at 7:30 pm. Lyricist Lounge 
with KRS-One, Ladybug Mecca, Blitz, Beat 
Entertainment, Turntable Anihilists 

Saturday, August 4 at 7:30 pm. Kassav, Bonga 

Thursday, August 9 at 7 pm. The Hold Steady, 

Friday, August 10 at 7:30 pm. Music 8c Movies 
Series: Bollywood in Brooklyn: Bollywood 
classic, "Hum Kisi Se Kum Nahin" with DJ 
Rekha's Bollywood Disco 

Saturday, August 1 1 from 2-9 pm. African 
Festival: Sierra Leone's Refugee All Stars, 
Sekouba Bambino, Stella Chiwese, Shiko 
Mawatu, Baye Kouyate et Les Tougarakes 



DON'T LErif\GET AWAY! 


Featuring: 
Japanese, 
Chinese, 
and Thai 
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only $915 for an 11 month membership expiring May 1, 2008 

With over 300,000 square feet of Sports, Fitness Center, & Day Spa facilities, with Boxing, 
Squash, Swimming, Pilates, Racquetball, 1 60+ hours of Group Conditioning classes, Martial 
Arts, Fencing, Spinning, Softball, Sports Conditioning, Wallyball, a superb Personal Training 
program, Cybex Functional Trainers, Arc Trainers, and more. 

SALE ENDS JUNE 14 DON'T LET IT GET AWAY! 

(IT'S THE BEST PRICE OF THE YEAR!) 



BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET 718 625-0500 
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Quite a ‘Prospect’ 

4 Celebrate brings summer music back to Slope 


T here were no free concerts in 
Prospect Park in the mid-1970s, 
when the Neville brothers were 
living in a basement apartment on 
Union Street. In fact, Prospect Park was 
someplace you just didn’t go at night. 
So Aaron Neville and his brothers may 
not recognize the place, but they’re 
ready to get reacquainted at the kickoff 
to “Celebrate Brooklyn” this Thursday 
night. 

The Nevilles are definitely eager to 
visit the old neighborhood. “Don’t wor- 
ry,” Aaron said, “We gonna put on a 
kickin’ show for y’all up there in 
Brooklyn.” 

This year marks both the 30th an- 
niversary of the Neville Brothers and 
the 40th anniversary of Aaron Neville’s 
“Tell It Like It Is,” which peaked at 
number two on the U.S . Billboard Top 
100 and at number one on the U.S. 
R&B chart back in 1967. 

GO Brooklyn asked Aaron Neville 
— when we finally got him on the line, 
at a roadside restaurant in Virginia, 
with time running out on his cellphone 
battery — to “tell it like it is.” Is there 
a dominant brother at the moment? 
Any sibling rivalry to speak of? 

“We’re all the dominant brother,” he 
said with self-assuredness. “Cyril’s the 
baby, Art's the oldest— that’s why 
what we call him Poppa Funk— but 
we're all dominant.” 

And it’s been a long time coming. 
“We've been trying to get the Nevilles 
for a long time,” said Jack Walsh, direc- 
tor of “Celebrate Brooklyn.” “We’re re- 
ally glad the timing finally worked out.” 
Born and raised in Park Slope, 



The Hold Steady plays the Prospect Park bandshell on Aug. 9. 


Walsh has a good sense of the neigh- 
borhood and what it stands for. “We 
wanted to create a concert series that 
would feel [like it was] about the com- 
munity,” he said, “like it’s not just sort 
of plopped down by some outside pro- 

And it looks like Brooklyn’s in for a 
lot of hot summer nights. With 25 con- 
certs this summer, two more than ever 
before, “Celebrate Brooklyn” is the 
city’s longest-running free performing 
arts festival, and lures over 250,000 
fans to the park each year. Launched in 
1979 to bring people back into 
Prospect Park after years of neglect, 
“Celebrate Brooklyn” has survived 
thanks to the gentrification that it 
helped in part to foster. 


Among other pioneering pursuits, 
“Celebrate Brooklyn” is experimenting 
with music paired with film; staging 
performances of live original composi- 
tions scored to silent films by Hitch- 
cock and Laurel & Hardy, as well as a 
showing of “Hum Kisi Se Kum 
Nahin,” a classic Bollywood gangster 
film, followed by a Bollywood disco 
dance party. 

Though the concerts are for the most 
part free, in order to ensure the future 
of the program, there will be several 
special benefit concerts with tickets 
priced at $30. One will feature Ani 
DiFranco and the other Manu Chao, 
returning after last year’s successful 
concert for two engagements this year. 

Additionally, our over-caffeinated 


ears perked up when we heard that, for 
the first year ever, the festival will have 
an official sponsor: Starbucks. As part 
of the sponsorship arrangement, visi- 
tors to each performance will be treat- 
ed to free samples of Starbuck’s coffee 
and summer beverages. 

But don’t worry — just because it’s 
the green behemoth and not a local 
coffee bar, that doesn’t mean Celebrate 
Brooklyn’s line-up has gone all corpo- 
rate. Diversity remains a hallmark, and 
this year’s roster as eclectic as ever. 

“What we’re trying to do is put a lot 
of fresh ideas out there,” said Walsh, 
“and then kind of infuse the lineup 
with recognizable names that resonate 
in an interesting way.” 

There are acts as radical and far 
ranging as the Sierra Leone Refugee 
All-Stars — who are actually refugees 
— and Isaac Delgado, who recently 
immigrated from Cuba and plays a 
kind of salsa-like music known as 
“pimba.” What’s more, the opener that 
night is the lead singer of Yerba Buena, 
Cuba’s foremost revolutionary hip-hop 
group. And KRS-One, who admits to 
spending more than a few nights in 
Prospect Park as a homeless youth in 
the early ’80s, will be returning to tri- 
umphantly rock the mic alongside La- 
dybug Mecca of Digable Planets. 

Last summer’s TV On The Radio 
concert was a revelation, as the stars 
(Brooklyn band on the cusp of broader 
success) aligned to create a once-in-a- 
lifetime kind of event. The Aug. 9 con- 
cert featuring several Brooklyn bands, 
including indie rock darlings the Hold 
Steady, might be this year’s frontrun- 
ner to replicate that “time and place” 
moment. But there are countless candi- 
dates: Lou Reed was recently added to 
the bill (which already included Ben E. 
King and others) of a tribute to “Viva 
Las Vegas” songwriter Doc Pomus. 

What it all adds up to, Walsh mod- 
estly hopes, is “something worth get- 
ting out of the house for on a summer 

" Celebrate Brooklyn" will begin on 
June 14 with an opening night gala 
and the Neville Brothers in concert. 
See our "Celebrate Brooklyn " calen- 
dar below for more information. 
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No ‘what if’ — Joan is one of us 

She might have lost the 
nose ring and moved off of 
the pop charts and into Cob- 
ble Hill, but singer-songwriter 
Joan Osborne, who will be 
performing on June 16 at the 
Prospect Park Bandshell as 
part of Celebrate Brooklyn, is 
still singing. GO Brooklyn's 
Chris Varmus caught up with 
Osborne, who dished on Cel- 
ebrate Brooklyn, being a 
mom and life after "One of 
Us," the God-themed tune 
that put her on the charts (and 
in the Religious Right's cross- 
hairs). Since that 1995 album 
went triple-platinum, she's put 
out only two more discs of 
original material (the 2000 fol- 
low-up "Righteous Love" and 
"Pretty Little Stranger," which 
came out last year), plus two 
CDs of R&B covers. 


GO Brooklyn: What was 
your introduction to New 
York, and how did your music 
career get started? 

Joan Osborne: I first came 
to New York to go to film 
school and fell into the roots 
blues music scene that was 
happening in the late ’80s and 
early ’90s. Growing up in 
Kentucky, I wasn’t exposed to 


a lot of the music that would 
end up having the biggest in- 
fluence on me — people like 
Etta James, Helen Wolfe and 
Otis Redding. I sang at my 
first open mic kind of by acci- 
dent after a friend dared me. 
After that, I was hooked. I 
started performing more and 
put a band together; we’d do 
four one-hour sets at all kinds 
of places. The first recordings 
I did were live. We made a 
CD to sell at shows. That’s 
how we got from place to 
place; it was gas money or 
maybe a meal. 

GO: You’re best known for 
your hit song “One of Us.” 
How did that early exposure 


change the course of your ca- 
reer? 

JO: That song was actually 
written by Eric Bazillian as 
something he wanted to do 
himself, and he brought a sort 
of dirge-like, Nick Cave-ish 
version of it into the studio 
where we were making “Rel- 
ish” [Osborne’s first album], 
Rick Chertoff, the producer, 
had the idea to do it as a pop 
song, and so I did this really 
innocent version, like a ques- 
tion asked by a child. The suc- 
cess of that song has been 
kind of a double-edged sword, 
obviously, ultimately positive 
because it’s enabled people to 
get to know me, but there’s 
been a bit of pressure to recre- 
ate that level of success. I'm 
not in the pop mainstream 
anymore and that's freed me 
up to do more of what I like. 
The new album is very much 
a Philly Soul/early ’70s sound. 
There are personal songs as 
well as covers, and it's all in- 
tegrated seamlessly. 

GO: Was it a challenge to fit 
your new songs into that older 
style? 

JO: It’s actually kind of liber- 
ating. You know, it’s a satisfy- 


ingly simple problem to solve. 
Songwriting is about taking 
the personal and making it 
universal, so that doesn't 
change, even over time. 

GO: How has being a mother 
changed your perspective in 
terms of songwriting? 

JO: She’s 2 1/2 — they grow 
up fast! But yes, I’ve written 
songs for her and about her. 
Motherhood is a profound 
emotional experience. You 
can’t avoid your feelings any- 
more after going through 
something like it. It’s definite- 
ly made me look at my own 
experiences more honestly, 
whether it was romantic en- 
tanglements or whatever else. 
Songwriting is a process of re- 
membering details and truths. 

GO: Will your “Celebrate 
Brooklyn” performance be 
your first at Prospect Park? 
JO: I actually can’t remember 
if I’ve ever performed in Pros- 
pect Park; if I did it was a long 
time ago. I used to live in Park 
Slope, then moved away for 
some years, and now I’m [in] 
Cobble Hill. I'm a Bandshell 
regular, though. I go with my 
friends all the time. I can’t wait 


to perform there — I know it’s 
going to be a ton of fun. 

Joan Osborn and the Jazz 
Passengers will perform at 
"Celebrate Brooklyn" on June 
16 at 7:30 pm at the Prospect 
Park Bandshell (enter at Ninth 
Street and Prospect Park West). 
Free. For information, visit 
www.celebratebrook1yn.org. 
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Celebrate Brooklyn calendar 

Want to spend the summer in Prospect Park with New York City's longest running free performing arts festival? Soak up the st 
(or the moon beams) and all the free music, dance, theater and film you can take. All performances are rain or shine, except July 6. 


Tickets are free unless otherwise noted. For information, call (71 8) 855-7882 or visit w 

Thursday, June 14 at 8 pm. The Neville 

Brothers. Opening night gala, honoring MTV 
President Christina Norman, prior to free con- 
cert at 5:30 pm. Tickets, for $300 and up, 
include reserved seats, cocktails, dinner, and 
dancing. Call (718) 855-7882, x33. 

Saturday, June 16 at 7:30 pm. Joan Osborne, 
the Jazz Passengers: the Supremes Project 
Thursday, June 21 at 7:30 pm. The Richard 
Thompson Band, Ollabelle 
Friday, June 22 at 7:30 pm. Ralph Stanley 8c The 
n;^h R/-v\/c I^e P eam s & The 


ilebratebrooklyn.org. — Melissa Saks 

n. Bill T. Jones & Arnie 
performing "Another 






Saturday, July 14 at 8 pm. Brooklyn Philhar- 
monic with Music Director Michael Christie, 
guest artists Mark O'Connor and Maya Beiser 
Sunday, July 15 at 4 pm. Frank London's Yiddish 
Carnival featuring: Frank London, the Klez 
matics, Fyvush Finkel, Wolf Krakowski, Roberto 
Rodriquez, Frank London's Klezmer Brass All- 
stars featuring Maracatu New York. Joanne 
Borts, Adrienne Cooper, 


n. Benefit concerts to support 
rate Brooklyn" featuring Manu Chao & 
Jemba Sound System. Tickets are 
e at www.ticketmaster.com for $30. 
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Friday, 

Saturday, June 30 at 7 pm. The Stills, Sam 
Roberts Band, Malajube 
Thursday, July 5 at 7:30 pm. Isaac Delgado, 

Friday, July 6 at 7:30 pm (Rain Date: Saturday, 
July 7 at 7:30 pm). The American premiere of 
South African collaboration, REwind: A 
Cantata for Voice, Tape and Testimony 
Thursday, July 12 at 7:30 pm. Noche Flamenca, 


Wednesday, July 18 at 7:- 

sis: 

www.ticketmaster.com for $37. 

Thursday, July 19 at 7:30 pm. Music & Movies 
Series: Alfred Hitchcock's "Blackmail" with 
Alloy Orchestra, Morley 

Friday, July 20 at 7:30 pm. Bobby "Blue" Bland, 
Catherine Russell 

Saturday, July 21 at 7 pm. Hal Willner's Doc 
Pomus Project, featuring: Ben E. King, Teddy 
Thompson, Steven Bernstein, Joel Dorn, 

Peter Guralnick, Shannon McNally, and others 
Sunday, July 22 at 5 pm. Dan Zanes & Friends 
(Special guests TBA) 


Thursday, July 26 at 8 pr 
Zane Dance Company 
Evening: I Bow Down' 1 
Friday, July 27 at 7:30 pm. Music 8c Movies 
Series: Laurel 8c Hardy with the Millennial 
Territory Orchestra, Ethan Upton 
Saturday, July 28 at 2 pm. Boricua Festival fea- 
turing Tito Rojas, Joe Cuba Sextet, Viento de 
Aqua and others 

Thursday, August 2 at 8 pm. Brave New World 
Repertory Theatre performing Walt 
Whitman's "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry" with 

Friday, August 3 at 7:30 pm. Lyricist Lounge 
with KRS-One, Ladybug Mecca, Blitz, Beat 
Entertainment, Turntable Anihilists 
Saturday, August 4 at 7:30 pm. Kassav, Bonga 
Thursday, August 9 at 7 pm. The Hold Steady, 
the Big Sleep, the Teenage Prayers 
Friday, August 10 at 7:30 pm. Music 8c Movies 
Series: Bollywood in Brooklyn: Bollywood 

Rekha's Bollywood Disco 
Saturday, August 1 1 from 2-9 pm. African 
Festival: Sierra Leone's Refugee All Stars, 
Sekouba Bambino, Stella Chiwese, Shiko 
Mawatu, Baye Kouyate et Les Tougarakes 


Featuring: 
Japanese, 
Chinese, 
and Thai 
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1 5% off any order of 
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Fast, Free Delivery to: 
Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, 
DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill 


Seniors: 15% Discount 
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" Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 1 62 Montague Street 

' Brooklyn Heights 

• Open 7 Days a week (718)522-5565/66 

• Party Orders Welcome 


We Only Use Vegetable Oil 
Natural Cooking 
and Fresh Vegetables 
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Free feels SO good. Gail thought she had free checking at her old bank. So she was surprised by all the extra fees 
on her bank statement. That’s why she switched to Northfield. With Northfield FREE Checking there are no extra fees, no 
monthly charges, no surprises. And now Gail can check her account info and transfer funds whenever she wants — right 
from home — with FREE Online Banking and Bill Payment. 

FREE telephone banking • FREE online banking and bill payment • FREE debit/ATM card 
No minimum balance requirement • No monthly service charge • No per-check fees 


8512 3rd Avenue 
(718) 833-1081 
www.eNorthfield.com 


Northfield 


IBank 


18 locations in Staten Island, Brooklyn and New Jersey 
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 
IN CONEV ISLAND 


JUNE 16- 



Grab the kids and step back in time to the 1950s, 
with hula hoop contests, celebrity look-alikes, vintage 
cars and live doo-wop bands. It’s an anniversary party 
for the whole family-Coney Island style! 


NEW YORK 
AQUARIUM 
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of it all for you and your loved ,; 
you of the worry. 


• 24/7 Care Management 

• Benefits & Entitlements Advocacy 

• Customized Care Plan 

• Crisis Intervention 



Selfhelp 


DonlteaTtopBrWor.* 

Pick up after Your Dog 

Its tho Law! 
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Business Opportunities! 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


City wrong on vendors 



A vendor in Red Hook Park. 


I T IS COMPLETELY UNDERSTANDABLE that 
food lovers went bananas this week after reports 
that the city was planning to kick a dozen or so 
Latin American food vendors from their longtime po- 
sitions around the ballfields of Red Hook Park. 

The vendors are a cherished part of urban life — a 
tradition that sprang up organically, not because 
someone did a focus group for a large corporation. 

The good news is that the early reports of the ven- 
dors’ demise were a bit overblown. The city isn’t 
kicking the vendors out of Red Hook Park. 

But what the Parks Department is doing is no less 
worrisome. The agency — trotting out that old bureau- 
cratic canard, namely, the need to replace a longstanding 
informal permitting process with a standard city process 
— will now put the vendors' spaces up for open bid. 

The resulting bidding war could end up costing 
these mom and pop vendors thousands of dollars 
more than the roughly $600 they each pay every sea- 
son to keep their spots. And that’s if they win the bid- 
ding war at all. 

In Manhattan, open bidding means that some hot 
dog stand operators pay upwards of $320,000 for a 


high-traffic space, such as the plaza at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 

Certainly, that won’t happen in Red Hook. The 
Parks Department is confident that the existing ven- 
dors will be the only bidders for the site and that their 
permits will probably cost what they do now. 

But why leave it up to the market to decide the val- 
ue of those permits — especially since it was the ven- 
dors, setting up shop decades ago near one of the 
city’s most-dangerous housing projects, who created 
the very value that the city now hopes to exploit? 

That’s a persistent story all over Brooklyn right 
now. Whether on Willoughby Street in Downtown, 
where a developer is evicting longtime tenants to 
build a skyscraper, or in Red Hook, the story line is 
the same: hard-working people who built up neigh- 
borhoods that had been written off by the monied in- 
terests are the first to be kicked to the curb when 
those monied interests suddenly get interested again. 

In the case of the Red Hook vendors, at least, the 
city has a chance to get it right: Sell the vendors a 
permit, at a reasonable price, and let this wonderful 
tradition continue. 



LETTERS 


Sen. Golden not pleased with Alpine coverage 


To the editor, 

In response to your recent article con- 
cerning the Alpine Theater (“Bad reviews 
for Alpine,” May 26), I think that it is im- 
portant to recognize that it was about one 
year ago that the last movie theater in our 
community was about to go dark, allowing 
for condos or mixed-use development at 
this famed location. 

With little time left, Nicolas Nicolaou, a 
respected independent theater owner, took a 
financially losing operation and made it 
work. 

Nick, a serious businessman, has a first- 
rate vision for this theater. He has already 
made important changes and has applied for 
the necessary permits to make additional 

Business improvements take time and do 
not simply happen overnight. 

I think we would all agree that the Alpine 
Theater shows first-run movies and contin- 
ues to gain in prominence as a grand theater 
that draws large crowds. 

The Alpine Theater is a clean and safe 
one that I frequent regularly with my fami- 
ly, to enjoy an afternoon or evening and see 
the latest movies on the big screen. 

Knowing that Mr. Nicolaou has the com- 
mitment to make the Alpine a five-star the- 
ater, and seeing the planned renovations 
moving forward, I am confident that the 
Alpine will continue to operate for many 

The Brooklyn Paper should remain pa- 
tient. I am confident you will see more great 


things happening at the Alpine Theater. 

Martin J. Golden, Bay Ridge 

The writer is a Republican state Senator 
from Bay Ridge 

Short memories 

To the editor, 

I was disappointed at the relatively low 
turnout of onlookers at the Memorial Day 
parade in Bay Ridge, especially since we 

I wonder what the turnout of protesters 
would be if the draft were to be reinstituted. 
It’s a shame that so few are carrying so 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Deborah Matlack, Bay Ridge 

Ratner’smyth 

To the editor, 

You recently printed a letter from Alvin 
Pankin, who was commenting about a pho- 
tograph previously published in The Paper 
(“Thank Ratner,” May 26). 

Mr. Pankin spent the first paragraph say- 
ing good riddance to the three buildings in 
that photograph that Forest City Ratner has 
demolished in the Atlantic Yards project 

In the second paragraph, Mr. Pankin, in a 
non-sequitur, trotted out the most-insidious 
mythological talking point that Mr. Ratner ’s 
supporters use against critics of the project 
— that they are “new arrivals.” 


This is an insidious myth, first because it 
couldn’t be more false. Having spent the 
past three plus years working with project 
opponents and critics who favor sensible 
development, I can say with assurance that 
most have deep generational roots in the 
borough, or have lived here a significant 

Also, some of the most fervent project 
opponents trace their Brooklyn roots back 
for centuries. 

The myth is also insidious because there 
is no eligibility barometer to civic discourse. 

But, to paraphrase Samuel Johnson, this 
sort of mythmaking is always the last refuge 
of those without a substantive argument. 

On another point, Mr. Pankin may not 
have liked what the now-demolished build- 
ings looked like, but they once housed resi- 
dential tenants and successful businesses. 
Now they are rubble-strewn empty lots. 

Daniel Goldstein, Prospect Heights 
The writer is spokesman for 
Develop Don't Destroy Brooklyn 

Marty’s ‘purge’ 

To the editor, 

I was outraged to read in your paper that 
Borough President Markowitz purged mem- 
bers of local community boards who voted 
against Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards proj- 

What does he think this is, a Soviet Re- 
public? 

It’s bad enough that he’s been Ratner’s 


waterboy, ramming Atlantic Yards down 
our throats without holding Ratner account- 
able for solving the very real questions of 
transit and traffic. 

Now, Markowitz is erasing any sem- 
blance of community voice. 

Ratner may get his project built — Mar- 
ty and his Tammany Hall buddies in Albany 
have seen to that — but Marty has cost 
himself the critical support of Brownstone 
Brooklyn with this outrage. 

I will personally mobilize my block as- 
sociation and grassroots networks to run 
him out of town on a rail. 

Scott Powell, Park Slope 

Nipple heirs 

To the editor, 

I read your story about the new nipple 
hair champion (“Williamsburg man’s strand 
nips the competition,” June 2), but have to 
tell you that I have a hair on my right nipple 
that is over six inches long! 

I am in the process of deciding whether 
to even bother printing out the forms from 
the Guinness Book of World Records, as I 
am sure someone with an even longer one 
with come forward shortly. 

I blame genetically modified food and 
shower scrunchies. 

I have documentary photos that can be 
viewed at http://totaldismay.com/wp-con- 
tent/uploads/2007/05/tmiJPG 

Martin Higgins, Gozo, Malta 


To the editor, 

I just read the article about the world’s 
longest nipple hair. It was really interesting. 

Now, I’m just curious: what’s the world’s 
longest chest hair, because I have one 
which is unusually longer than others. It is 
about seven inches long. 

If it’s really an unusal one, I want to 
share it with people. 

Please let me know if it is a unusal one. 

Ji Oh, Chicago 

To the editor, 

I think it’s appalling that you ran a front- 
page story about the man with the nipple hair. 
How could you put that in the paper? 

I think you should do newsworthy sto- 
ries, like all the graffiti in Bay Ridge. 

Your paper is like the Enquirer! 

Name withheld. Bay Ridge 

Pushing pedals 

To the editor, 

I am happy to hear that we are taking our 
“walking city” to a new level (“On board 
with bikes,” editorial, May 26). Not only is 
New York City the entertainment capital of 
the world, but is also gearing towards a 
healthy and energy efficient capital as well. 

Also, the fact that more bike lanes are 
being made to enhance the safety of bikers 
just makes this concept more of a reality. 
Now, maybe in the future — bike ports at 
subway stations? 

Kenneth T. Akama, Fort Greene 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 

pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 

number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 




Seeking a 
Balance in 
Education 


Call before you dig. 

The greatest risk to underground pipelines is accidental 
damage during excavation. The law requires excavators 
to contact the One Call Center 2 to 10 business days 
before work begins on public or private property, so 
the location(s) of underground facilities can be marked. 
Call 1 . 800 . 272 . 4480 , the newly designated national 
number 81 1 or go to nycli1calldsi.com. 


Recognize potential emergencies. 

A gas leak is usually recognized by smell (a distinctive, 
pungent odor similar to rotten eggs), sight (a white 
cloud, blowing dust, mist or bubbles in standing water) 
or sound (an unusual roaring, hissing or whistling). 


Respond properly to gas leaks and other 
pipeline emergencies. 

Do not smoke or operate electric switches, appliances 
or equipment. Do not attempt to locate the leak. 
Do not use any phones near the leak. Move to a safe 
environment. Call KeySpan Energy Delivery immediately 
at 1 . 718 . 643 . 4050 . Do not assume someone else will 
report the condition. 


By Randi Weingarten 


L ots of people have been asking why, if the schools were 
doing so well, would the system need a third major re- 
organization in five years? Many questions were raised; 
some in public rallies and town meetings and some in print. The 
mayor listened and that’s why a coalition of parents, teachers 
and community groups recently reached an agreement with the 
city that addressed some of our key reservations. 


Although things are constant- 
ly changing, this is what the agree- 
ment did: 

On the plus side. Mayor Mi- 
chael Bloomberg agreed to change 
the new school budget formula to 
ensure that schools that do well 
will not lose funds for at least the 
next two years — and schools with 
large numbers of poor or special- 
needs children will receive addi- 

A particularly big plus is that 
class sizes should start to shrink, 
helped largely by an infusion of re- 
sources from the settlement of the 
Campaign for Fiscal Equity court 
case. This is something New York 
City public schools have needed 
for a long time and it is heartening 
to see that Gov. Eliot Spitzer’s ad- 
ministration recognizes this need. 

Also, in response to coali- 
tion complaints about parents and 
educators being excluded from 
the decision-making process, the 
Department of Education has cre- 
ated committees that should allow 
parents and other stakeholders to 
offer views on crucial policy mat- 
ters such as class size reduction 
and school funding. In addition, 
parents, educators and students are 
completing a system-wide survey 
of their own schools. 


Other benefits include an 
agreement to create a pilot program 
focusing attention and resources on 
middle schools, a parent engage- 
ment committee to bolster school 
leadership teams and a commit- 
ment from the chancellor to main- 
tain teacher tenure standards. 

These changes are significant 
improvements in the original pro- 
posed reorganization. 

Yet, we are still concerned 
that too much responsibility has 
been shifted to the principals from 
the central bureaucracy and that 
federal and state regulations still 
require excessive testing. Students 
must take math, English and sci- 
ence tests in third- through eighth- 
grade — and Regents exams in high 
school. This has been augmented 
by the new system-wide report 
card. As a result, teachers must 
commit huge amounts of time to 
paperwork involving student as- 
sessments. 

A new survey by the United 
Federation of Teachers shows edu- 
cators spend nearly five hours and 
15 minutes of class time a week - 
equal to 1 % days of classroom in- 
struction - on mandated paperwork 
involving student assessments. 
Some 89% of those surveyed said 
they had more assessment-related 


paperwork than before. 

Preparing students to take so 
many high-stakes tests consumes 
a great deal of classroom instruc- 
tion time. In both elementary and 
secondary schools, 89% of teach- 
ers said their schools devote sig- 
nificant class time to test prepara- 
tion activities. Elementary school 
teachers said they begin preparing 
for high-stakes reading and math 
tests about 71/2 weeks, on aver- 
age, before the tests. During that 
time they spend close to eight 
hours per week - almost a third of 
their weekly teaching time - on test 
preparation, taking time away from 
core subjects like social studies, 
the arts and physical education. 

Middle and high school teach- 
ers said they begin preparing for 
tests almost seven weeks ahead of 
time and 70% said they spend at 
least half of each teaching period 
on test preparation. With so much 
time devoted to test prep, teaching 
and learning in the classroom can’t 
help but suffer. 

So the reorganization is in- 
deed a mixed bag, but parents can 
rest assured that we in the coalition 
will do our best to make it work for 
the sake of our children. 

The partnership formed by 
educators, parents and the com- 
munity around this issue might be 
the strongest in New York’s his- 
tory. Given that the coalition mem- 
bers share the goal of providing 
our kids with the best education 
possible, we hope to build on our 
momentum and be a public force 
on behalf of our schools and our 
students. 

Advertisement 


People know us as the company that delivers clean, 
reliable natural gas for use in homes and businesses 
throughout our area. But we do more than that. 
We’re also committed to ensuring the safety 
of our community. 


System safety a top priority. 

We work with federal and state regulators to ensure 
that our already-extensive pipeline integrity management 
programs meet or exceed requirements. Our distribution 
system is continually examined — using the latest 
technology and pipeline assessment methods to allow 
for the safe and secure delivery of natural gas. And we 
work with emergency responders and public officials 
to develop emergency and communications plans. 


Of course, the safety of our communities depends 
on everyone’s help. In fact, there are a few things 
you can do, too. 


Together we can continue to keep our communities 
safe and warm. 


Be aware of pipeline locations. 

Since most pipelines are underground, pipeline markers 
are sometimes used to indicate their approximate 
location. In many cases, pipelines are not marked, 
so it’s important to have pipeline locations identified 
before any excavation begins. 


For more information on natural gas pipeline safety, visit our web site at keyspanenergy.c 
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Smartmom is going on a diet 

U 


FAMILY CALENDAR 




I T’S BEEN A BIT MORE 
than a week and Smart- 
mom hasn’t had General 
Tso’s chicken from Hunan De- 
light, a slice of whole-wheat 
pizza from Pino’s or a buttery 
croissant from Cousin John’s. 

She hasn’t eaten even one 
M&M or thought about order- 
ing a cheeseburger deluxe from 
Grand Canyon. 

It’s been salad, salad, and 
more salad, which is pretty bor- 
ing. But that’s OK, because 
Smartmom has to lose weight 
and she has to lose it bad. 

On Sunday morning, Smart- 
mom even let Diaper Diva con- 
vince her to join the Weight 
Watcher’s meeting at the Mon- 
tauk Club. 

Smartmom is a lifetime 
member of Weight Watchers. 
She joined in 1998 to lose those 
pesky post-pregnancy pounds 
that just refused to go away. 

Back then, she attended the 
Wednesday meeting at the 
American Legion Hall on Ninth 
Street — a far cry from the ele- 

S 


group and found her- 
self huffing and 
puffing as she 

reached the third- . 

floor landing. IHOH! \ 


SMART 



concerned 
about you,” Hepcat 

said when he saw that 

she was out of breath. 

“What do you mean?” 
Smartmom asked. 

“I’m concerned about your 
health,” 

“My health?” she said. 

“I don’t want you to sudden- 
ly drop dead,” he said. 


Boot 

Camp 

Challenge 

The Btaaklya Paper 


By Louise Crawford 

Smartmom was furious. 
Deep down she knew that he 
was trying to be nice (maybe). 
But his so-called concern made 
her feel like the fat lady at the 
circus with a triple chin and 
calves like buoys. She felt like 
she was living life on the verge 
of cardiac arrest. 

As usual, Hepcat said the 
wrong thing. And Smartmom 
wouldn’t forgive him. No mat- 
ter how many times he tried to 
explain. She went straight to 
bed and faced away from Hep- 
cat for the entire night. He’s the 
one, she thought, who never ex- 
ercises and has a potbelly. 

The next morning, Smart- 
mom decided it was time to get 
healthy. No butter, no cheese, 


want their daughters to spend 
the rest of their lives wanting to 
be as thin as Kate Moss. 

One friend is worried be- 
cause her daughter has stopped 
eating breakfast and lunch. An- 
other friend’s daughter is on 
diet to lose 10 pounds and she’s 
already razor thin. 

S TILL ANOTHER MOM 
worries that her daughter 
is overweight but she 
doesn’t know what to say. And 
then there’s Mrs. Cleavage, 
who is worried that her 9-year- 
old son doesn’t know how to 
tell when his stomach is full. 

So there’s a whole lot of wor- 
ry out there and confusion 
abounds. Smartmom wants 
OSFO to feel good about her 
looks. At all times. Without end. 

Maybe Smartmom should 
just relax. No one is really sure 
what causes eating disorders 
anyway. It tends to strike be- 
tween the ages of 14 and 18. 
Some researchers think it’s 
about control. During puberty, 
girls (and boys) feel like they 


before ' Andoncesmartmom contol riiriri! 


^...jr^TteTark! makes uj 
Every week, he'll give us an up- 


Catholic schoolteacher from na|f j, i |mD a Diaper Diva at the 10:30 “I’ve never liked my body 

had managed to keep it off for does it hurt! Not physically .. . Smartmom nervous. What if “Well, my belly is like Bluto. 

size of your head.” ~ if llleciderthafshe^ants to guess ^wishThaT a different 


\t 1 park slope 

l J LITERACY 

\ f Fast FOrWOrd Certified Provider 

Where Kids Learn to Read, Spell, 
Comprehend and Communicate 
Tutoring: Pre-K to Adult 



SUMMER AFTER-CAMP PROGRAM 


258 Sixth Avenue, Corner of Garfield 
www.parkslopeliteracy.com (718) 768-3526 



Summer at 

jtaggs 

Day School, Inc. 

Come Join In The Fun! 



Water Play - Sprinklers - Large Outdoor Yard 
Spacious Classrooms - Music & Movement 
Gym Facilities • Art Projects 


A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 - 5 years old 
2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 


718-230-5255 


f • 

Brooklyn 
# fencing 
jSP Center 

. a • Croup Classes 

1 beginner to advanced 

I ^orstooduits 

I • Open Fencing 

I ,.dH| Monday - Saturday 

7 • Private Lessons 

' • Summer Camps 

NUN BIRTHDAY PRCKAGCS! 



Pregnant 

or need a GYN Exam? 

Call MWS OB/GYN 
For modern, private 
and caring service. 


Metropolitan Women's Services 
OB/CYN 

^■h^_Angela Wilson, M.D. 

55 Greene Ave. Suite 2B, Ft. Greene 
For Appointment Call 718-398-8100 
Open Days - Evenings ~ Weekends 


JWl Ertfrmrl 

^^^Psummer day camp^ 


Ht a i-i. r rh.H-4- ta ii 
Park 3laf-a F'-tikl'nl 

| . Different activities daily 

Experienced staff 
weekly & monthly sessions 


* 1-* 

71 H - Tfl H - 3G-ZQ 

Mmm p-l'L* ■ £ 


=J£J 


PhysicAlly Active, 
Nature OmENTEd. 
OmdooR. TRAVEliNq 
Day Camp 

Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 


Experienced, 
Carefully Chosen, 
Adult Staff 
Flexible Schedule: 
3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks 
3, 4 or 5 days a 

Early drop-off 
(8am) and late 
pick up (6pm) 
available 
Ages 5 to 1 1 
years 



ParU Slops • (718) 768 6419 

27 years of operation 



^\N\sh sports deader 

Swimming, Soccer & Tennis 




FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 



Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 

71 8 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


Music Lessons 


Classical Flute Lessons 

by Frances 

( 718 ) 318-4393 


Pre-natal Care 


^PRE-NATAL YOGA* 

Movement For All 

share with family & friends" 
Prvt & Grp Sessions - 9 Yrs & up 
Contact Gloria 

718-788-6130 satsiri@juno.com 

K30 


Photography 


* 

Njf 



718.369.0244 nikibistudfo.com 



KAREN LANDMANN 
CHILDREN’S MOBILE 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


Child’s True Smile 

917-488-8383 
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RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Brown Memorial 


718-638-6121 


First A.M.E. Zion Church 


( 718 ) 638-3343 


Change of art 

Parks sorry for censoring students 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A city commissioner has apologized to 
a group of Brooklyn College art students 
for ordering the removal of what he 
deemed “inappropriate” artwork from a 
war memorial last May, an incident that 
incited free-speech activists, and provoked 
a First Amendment lawsuit. 

As part of that lawsuit’s settlement this 
week, the city paid the students’ $40,000 le- 
gal bill and gave each of the 19 litigants 
$750. In addition, Parks Department Bor- 
ough Commissioner Julius Spiegel issued a 
contrite apology. 


“I apologize to the Brooklyn College art 
students who spent long hours and consid- 
erable effort in creating their artwork and in 
mounting their exhibition at the Brooklyn 
Memorial site,” read the apology, printed on 
Parks Department letterhead. 

Spiegel’s long-awaited apology puts a 
happy ending on a saga that began after he 
shut down the students’ exhibition in the 
World War II Memorial in Cadman Plaza 
Park claiming to be acting on behalf of vet- 
erans, who would supposedly have been of- 
fended by artwork that included a sculpture 
of a hand holding a penis and a painting de- 
scribing a homosexual encounter between 
the artist and Dick Cheney. 


Spiegel’s move sparked student protests 
and, ultimately, a lawsuit fded on their and 
their professor’s behalf by First Amend- 
ment lawyer Norman Siegel. 

Spiegel’s apology claimed that he “had 
no role in the removal and subsequent dam- 
age to Plaintiffs’ artwork,” but admitted that 
he was responsible “for ordering the closing 
of the Plaintiffs’ art exhibit.” 

Mami Kotak, one of the artist’s whose 
work was removed, said she was “very hap- 
py with the statement from the city. It’s re- 
ally strong.” 

“We’re hoping that it will somehow de- 
ter future violations of student artists’ First 
Amendment rights,” added Kotak. 


Shabbat Shalom! 

B'nai Avraham 



Checkin’ in ... Rabbi Potasnik 



Robert Redford (right) with Sally Field and BAM president Karen Brooks-Hopkins last week. 

(Boro) President’s men 

Septuagenarian actor Robert Redford rode into town last week for his Sundance Institute’s 
opening night at the Brooklyn Academy of Music — and prompdy learned that he looks like the 
Borough President Markowitz. 

“People tell me all the time that I look like Robert Redford,” Markowitz said in his opening re- 
marks, welcoming the Oscar winner and international heartthrob. 

Markowitz added that he’s been increasingly mistaken for the film auteur thanks to his 25- 
pound weight loss since last year. 

When it was his turn to speak, Redford said he hadn’t yet been mistaken for Markowitz, but it 
may soon happen. “Marty said he’s lost 25 pounds to look like me,” the matinee idol said before 
the opening night movie, “The Son of Rambow.” “I’ve been working to put on weight.” 

How else do Bob and Marty compare? See our handy chart: 


Shabbat Sh'lach 
Shabbat Korach 


a ark Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservation Synagogue 

768-1453 , 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik has 
stuck with Brooklyn for 35 
years, leading Congregation 
Mt. Sinai in Brooklyn Heights. 

The only child of Holocaust 
survivors, Potasnik not only 
counts his congregants as his 
extended family, but also has 
a spiritual connection to New 
York's firefighters, serving for 
many years as the FDNY's 
their Jewish chaplain. 

On the eve of Wednesday 
night's 35th anniversary cele- 
bration, Potasnik talked to 
The Brooklyn Paper about his 
relationship with firefighters, 
his secret "addiction," the 
special thing he did for Bor- 
ough President Markowitz and 
why synagogues should be 
more like Starbucks. 

Q: Are you originally from 
Brooklyn, or did you move 
here? 

A: No, I was bom in Boston. 


Before 

* THAT 


* WAS 

After 

EASY 
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PARK WEST AUTO BODY 

576 UNION STREET (bet. 3rd & 4th Aves.) • BROOKLYN, NY 11215 

718-875-2495 All wor 

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8AM - 5 

guaranteed & done on premises 

pm • sat. 9am - 3pm • iiiEElF 5 ! D 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare S boarding 

/V A 7,8 222 ' 49 °° 

^ n 7am-l0pm weekdays, gam-lOpm weekends 

I J ’2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

I /[ l ' web cams- watcn your dog play 

V 1 curbside pick up and drop off 

If • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
J I • individual attention 
I I • multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]2] DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Home of the 2004 champions, 
the Boston Red Sox, and home 
to the 2007 champions, the 
Boston Red Sox. 

Q: Well, you're not talking to 
a Yankees fan, so don't wor- 
ry about it. When did you 
come to Brooklyn? 

A: I came to New York when I 
went to school at Yeshiva Uni- 
versity in 1964. 1 graduated in 
1972 and came to my first, and 
last, congregation, Mount Sinai. 
Q: What has kept you with 
Mount Sinai? Thirty-five 
years is a long time. 

A: I came to the congregation, 
and the rabbi who preceded me, 
said to me, “We do not have a 
rich congregation, we have a 
wealthy congregation.” 

The congregation has treated 
me like a member of their ex- 
tended family. It was love at 
first sight. It has transcended a 
professional relationship. 

I often say to other rabbis, 
because I am the executive di- 
rector of the New York Board 
of Rabbis, “I wish you the kind 
of people I have in my congre- 

I don’t have a contract, 
even though I’m a lawyer. I 
advise other rabbis to have 
contracts, but all this time, 
I’ve never had one. You don’t 
have contracts with members 
of your family. 

Q: On a more personal note, 
where do you like to go in 
Brooklyn? Do you have a fa- 
vorite coffee shop in Brook- 
lyn Heights? 

A: I’m a Starbucks addict. Sug- 
ar free, vanilla, skim latte is the 
drink of choice. We ought to 
create synagogues that feel like 
Starbucks. You know, when 
you walk into a Starbucks, it is 
very warm and welcoming. You 
walk in there and you feel like 
no one is going to pressure you 
into doing anything. 

Q: Is there anything else that 
really connects you with 
Brooklyn? 

A: Marty Markowitz. I did his 
wedding. His wife still hasn’t 
forgiven me for that. 

Q: I also understand that you 
are the Jewish chaplain to 
the FDNY. How has that ex- 
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fire in Greenpoint for the cere- 
mony, because they wanted to 
make sure that boy received 
that special honor. 

Q: But how many Jewish 
boys want to be firefighters 
when they grow up? 

A: Contrary to popular belief, 
there are a lot of Jewish fire- 
fighters. I know I wanted to be 
one when I grew up, just like 
every other kid. 

Q: But you became a lawyer 
and a rabbi. That's nice for 
your mother. 



Thinks it's a great proposal. 


Stance on Atlantic Yards 


Friend of animals? 


70 


_i 


"Marty said he's 
lost 25 pounds to look like 
me," Redford said last week. 
"I have been working to put 
on weight." 


Starred in "Charlotte's Web," 
"The Horse Whisperer" and 
"Legal Eagles." 


Cyclones beat up on old writers 


By Eric Bennett 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


day’s charity game against the team’s 
front office. 

How’s that for the first draft of histo- 
The scorebook may have read 6-2, ry‘> 
but a group of punchy, punchy and As expected, the Scribes got on the 
pusillanimous veteran Brooklyn Cy- board first, scoring two runs in the top of 
clones reporters clearly won last Sun- the first, capped by a run-scoring double 
to deep left field by Patrick Healy. 
The fact that Healy ’s drive would 
have been an inside-the-park 
homer had he been wearing his 
oxygen tank did not diminish the 
feeling that the Scribes were going 
to win in a walkover. 

And why not? After all, this 
midnight game was the fifth of 
eight straight contests that the Cy- 
clones’ front office would play in a 
24-hour marathon of baseball to 
raise money for two Coney Island 
charities, the Salt & Sea Mission 
Church and Reaching Out Com- 
munity Services. 

A team of clowns — no, really, 
they were clowns — from King 
Henry Entertainment softened up 
the ’Clones front office before the 
Scribes took the field, leaving the 
Cyclones’ sluggish, disoriented 
and ripe for the taking. 

Tme, Scribes starting pitcher 



Good times: Phenom Eric Bennett scored 
the game's first run, and the Scribes ap- 
peared to be on a roll. 


Mark Healy didn’t have his best stuff — 
or, frankly, any stuff — allowing the Cy- 
clones to answer back with three runs in 
the home first. The front office would 
add single mns in the third, fifth and 
sixth innings while the Scribes stranded 
runners all night long. 

But why dwell on misfortunes 
when you can accentuate positives 
like phenom Eric Bennett’s diving 
stabs at shortstop, first baseman 
(and Brooklyn Paper Editor) Gersh 
“Olerud” Kuntzman’s over-the- 
shoulder, Willie Mays-style catch in 
shallow right field, or Paper reporter 
Nick Pauly’s laser-sharp relay throw 
from left field to home to cut down 
a Cyclones’ runner? 

And why mention Kuntzman’s 
three anemic pop-ups to first? And 
why bring up his error on a ground 
ball? (Why? Because it’s fun, 
that’s why.) 

Manager (and Paper columnist) 

Ed Shakespeare declared, “I’m 
proud of my boys,” as the final out 
was recorded at 2 am. The Scribes 
received a standing ovation 
(though it may have simply been 
the fans’ rush to the restrooms). 

And while the Cyclones had to 


keep playing, the Scribes passed the hat 
for charity and then went out and got 

“We played hard, we played smart and 
we had fun, so I can’t ask anything more 
from my players,” Shakespeare said. 
“Now, who’s buying at Peggy O’Neills?” 



A: Firefighters are the most re- 
ligious people, religious in the 
humanistic way. They are self- 
less souls. Of course, 9-11 was 
the most defining moment with 
regard to the greatness of that 
department. People appreciated 
the heroism before that, but not 
the depth. 

Quick story — there was a 
young boy, 7 or 8 years old; he 
had cancer and he was part of 
the Make-A-Wish program. His 
wish was to be an honorary 
firefighter. 

About a year ago there was 
that huge fire in Greenpoint, 
and the firefighters made sure 
that they came back from the 


Hero cop back 

Shot officer returns to 78 


Officer Andrew Suarez 
made a triumphant — though 
not quite complete — return to 
duty at the 78th Precinct this 
week, nearly four months after 
he was shot while on patrol. 

The four-year NYPD vet is 
expected to do administrative 
work within the safe precinct 
walls before he’s healthy 



a full re 




Princesses and Yentas 

Images of Jewish Women in Film, Stage & TV 


Thursday, June 14th, 2007 
Dinner 6pm, Presentation 7pm 
$25 Includes Light Kosher Dinner 
Congregation Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 
Brooklyn Heights, NY 1 1201 


The MomingStar Commission 

Hadassah’s connection to the entertainment Industry 
Panelists Include: 

Debra Kirschner, Writer/Director/Producer of The ToIIbooth, 
starring Marla Sokoloff, Tovah Feldshuh, and Idina Menzel, 
Tony winner for Wicked 

Ellen Lewis, Casting Director. Credits for The Departed, 
Infamous, The Devil Wears Prada and others. 

Tracey Erin Smith, a rising star on stage who recently 
performed her one women show The Burning Hush! I n NYC. 
Rebecca Louise Miller, a NYC stage actress, who appeared as 
Hannah Jarvis in Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia, and serves as an 
assistant to actor Sigourney Weaver. 



Installation of 
Brooklyn Region 
Executive Board 
5 PM 


Sponsored by the Young Women/Young Leaders of Brooklyn Hadassah 
in cooperation with Shatil and Meira Chapters of NY Region Hadassah 


RSVPbyJune 11 

(718) 382-6454 or Brooklyn@hadassah.org 


but he’s thrilled 1 
where the action is, even in a 
limited capacity. 

“I like to be active, not stag- 
nant, so it felt good [to return],” 
said Suarez. “It felt like it was 
my first day when I started and 
it was nice to see everybody.” 

His fellow officers’ concern 
for their comrade dates back to 
Feb. 10, when Suarez was shot 
while sitting in an unmarked 
van on Prospect Place and Sixth 
Avenue with three other plain- 
clothes officers. 

The NYPD said that ex-con 
Jose Rivera — himself the hus- 
band of an NYPD officer — ■ 
peered into the van and said, 
“You n— s got beef,” before he 
fired two shots. 

One of the rounds struck 
Suarez underneath his bulletproof 
vest and got lodged in his neck. 

He underwent surgery at 
New York Methodist Hospital 
in Park Slope and was released 
the same week to the thunder- 
ous applause of his colleagues. 

Since then, Suarez had been 
home recuperating — and chaf- 
ing to “get back on the horse” 
as he put it. He’s not all the way 
back, but it’s only a matter of 
time, said his CO. 

“When I’m told he’s 100 
percent, [then Suarez will go 
back to full duty],” said Capt. 
John Argenziano, commander 
of the 78th Precinct. 

Suarez’s return was coupled 
with a sprinkling of holy water 


Andrew Suarez 


from his mother and a pizza 
party by his fellow officers. 

“We’re very excited,” said 
Officer Michael Nuzzo. “He’s 
like our brother, a second fami- 
ly, and he was missed.” 

Suarez’s partner Officer Craig 
Melfi, who was right next to him 
when the incident occurred, was 
perhaps the most relieved to see 
his old friend back. 

“Just knowing he is all right 
and back is pretty much every- 
thing,” Melfi said. 


Dem Bums’ last season 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

June 14, 1957 Dodgers 2-St. Louis 1 (10 innings) 
Junior Gilliam stole home in the bottom of the 10th to 
give Don Newcombe his fifth win of the season, a com- 
plete game. 



VENDORS ON THE HOOK ... 


Continued from page 1 

areas like Red Hook can be as low as $600, 

the agency said. 

The Parks Department move, originally 
reported by New York Magazine and others 
as the death knell for the cheap taco and the 
people who sell them, set off a firestorm of 
outrage that went far beyond the vendors’ 
Red Hook base. 

Food bloggers posted online petitions and 
an e-mail address for Parks Commissioner 
Adrian Benepe, urging readers to write the 
commish to complain. 

And neighborhood Web sites were bris- 
tling with the news. 

“It would be shameful and spectacularly 
shortsighted if the Parks Department allows 
some mediocre commercial vendor to push out 
this invaluable cultural asset,” said Park Slope 
writer David Shenk, who is partial to huaraches 
that he gets at the Red Hook ballfields. 

The leader of the vendors, Carlos 
Fuentes, said he understood the Parks De- 
partment’s position, but was concerned that 
a big corporation would swoop in and dis- 
place the 15 or so food merchants. 

“We’ve been paying close to $10,000 for 
many years and we found it quite reason- 
able,” Fuentes said, referring to a Giuliani- 
era rule change that required paid permits. 
“But I don’t know why this is happening 
now. I can’t help but think there is some oth- 
er hand at work. We ask the Parks Depart- 



A vendor at Red Hook Park dishes out 
another serving at the opening week- 
end back in May. 




:e told, ‘It’s 


ment what is going i 
not us. It’s the city.’” 

He found the timing of the open-bidding 
process particularly ironic, given that his 
vendors set up shop across from one of the 
city’s largest housing projects long before 
anyone with money — including develop- 
ers, real-estate brokers, upper-class culinary 
tourists, tony bakers and restaurateurs — 
ever went to Red Hook. 

“Now that we’ve made the area safe and 
attractive, they’ll charge us more to stay,” he 
said. “If we’re not outbid, that is.” 

Abramson disputed the widely held no- 


tion that an open bidding process would 
lead to the eviction of the vendors. 

“No one else has called us to express an 
interest,” he said. “And if there are other 
bidders, we will look favorably on the fact 
that this group has been there for 30 years.” 

The “request for proposals” that the Parks 
Department will soon put out will not speci- 
fy a dollar amount for the permits, Abra- 
hamson added. 

At least one food vendor said he’s not in- 
terested in making a bid. 

“That area is Siberia,” said Bill Castoro, 
general manager of New York One, which 
owns vending permits throughout Manhat- 
tan. “A permit there should cost at the very 
low end of the scale. 

“Everyone says Red Hook is ‘up and 
coming,’ but that’s only true for restaurants 
and bars and maybe even apartments,” Cas- 
toro added. “But even if upwardly mobile 
people move to Red Hook, they’ll eat at 
restaurants, not at sidewalk vendors. 

The target audience for the vendors, of 
course, is the Latin American soccer players 
and their families and fans, who compete 
throughout the weekend. For more than a 
dozen years, the food vendors have out- 
shone the futbol, with eaters breathlessly 
awaiting “opening day” like baseball fans 
long for “pitchers and catchers.” Several 
bloggers compete to post the first sighting of 
the vendors in May. 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Upholstery II Windows 


PJ 

r 


Window Treatments 


Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718 - 263-8383 



Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 


Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 ThW Are. 2nd FI; Brooklyn, NY 
Workmanship since 195', 


CONTRACTORS 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

Jobs are Owner Supervised -Roofing 

• Finished Basements We have been -Windows 

• Custom'carpentry doing S great job * - Addition 

"-Doore" for over ten years 


Lie# 1157104 


718-375-8292 


Free Estimates ■ Call Masir 
Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 

Uc#1 120526 & Insured A37 

Wright Contracting Inc. 

We do things Wright 

We Specialize in All types of remodeling 
Electrical • Plumbing • Demolition 
Painting - Flooring ■ Wall Tiling; 

^l~17-416-5997 




American Eagle 
Construction Corp. 

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 

• Brickwork •Brownstone Repair 

• Roofing Jobs 'Stucco • Sheetrock 

• Tile Roor Work • Cement Work 

• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 


Drywall • Painting • Skim coat 
Kitchens • Bathrooms 

9 1 7-70 1 -3398 

BMU CONSTRUCTION 

Sheetrocking, Framing 
Carpentry, Taping, Master 
Ceramic Tile Plastering, 
Rocking, Stucco Siding. 

516-603-3142 

Fully Insured WM2a 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


(718) 998-1110 


Brownstone Restoration S 


\LL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

cense 917-674-1673 Insured 


RENOVATION 


Residential Remodeling 

and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


■w.knockoutre 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
"No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

ic. # FREE ESTIMATES Insured 

98711 Office; 6419 Bay I 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


718-686-1100 


MELODY 


Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry • Concrete 

Brick • Extension 

( 718 ) 633-5249 
( 917 ) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 

Chris Mullins 
Pf General Contracting yW 

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens 

F ~Tl837'6-l558 U « 7 


Scott s Contracting 

All Phases of Const. & Reno. 
FREE ESTIMATES 


Weinstein Miller 


(718)288-8962 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718)277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured -Uc#1252474 A31 14 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM al 
(718) 834-9350 ext 1( 


the Best 

LOCAL website 

www.brooklynpaper.com 


REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 




its Fees! Browse & List Free! 


Dyker Heights 

Charming 1-family detached 
home on quiet tree-lined 
street. Move-in condition!!! 

MUST SEE 

Sun room, spacious LR and 
DR, eat-in kitchen, 3 bed- 
rooms on 2nd floor. Driveway, 
large yard, detached garage. 

RE/MAX Professionals, 
The Santo Team. Call: 

(718)915-2042 



Dumbo 20 Jay Street 

2 Bright Office Units 
2,500 sqft or 3,300 sqft 

High Ceilings; Available immediately 

Harry Greeley; Cushman & Wakefield 

(212)841-5958 Ml22 

Store Front/Office For Rent 
w/Basement - 2500 Sq. Ft. 

Flatbush Ave. Btwn. Empire Blvd. 

& Lincoln Rd. 

Long Term Lease Available $2000 Pr. Mo. 
For More Information Contact 

Gabriel at (917) 941-3533^ 

Artist/Writer Studio Space 

$210 to $375- Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open 
plan feel, some spots w/views. Includes 

dust, smell. Join Us! 

Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com 



Kensington 

Attention Investors & Builders 
Knockdown 80 x 100 lot R5 
East 2nd St. between. 


For Sale 


2 B/Rs. 1-1/2 Baths. Private 
Garage. Price— Mid 300s. 
CAVIAR REAL ESTATE 


East Brunswick, NJ 


Shopping & Church. 

Call (732) 921-9357 



Better than a Shrink 

Get away to your relaxing 
weekend home in laid-back, 
still-affordable Columbia 
County, NY. Just 2 hrs 
from the City. 

BeachandBartolo. com 

Beach &Bartolo, Realtors 

( 518 ) 392-2700 


MORTGAGES 


UJ] BANCO POPULAR® 

83-22 Baxter Avenue 
Elmhurst, NY 11373 
Tel: (718) 803-3080 
Fax: (718) 803-3571 

Maria Guillen 


We lend in all 50 States 





Florida Agents 


If you work from home, you can work at the Beach 

www.nvfraninflorida.conn 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

^ Prudential Florida WCI Realty 

2^ Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 23rd day of May, 
2007, bearing Index Number N500469/2007, a copy of which may be examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201, in 

Jamie Lisa’ Freilich. My^resent address is 650 Folrth Avenue, #3, Brooklyn, New York 11232. My place 


Mypbrerfbhffi 


, of which may be examined at the Office 


is hereby given that an Order en 
Index Number N500475/2006, a copy ox wmen 
CML COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, 




1 at the Office of the Clerk, loc 


1007, bearing Index Number N500400/2007, a copy of which may be exan 
Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, B 

is Yvonne Elizabeth Johnson a/k/a Yvonne Elizabeth Pugh a/k/a Yvc 
My present address is 415 Lexington Avenue, Brooklyn, New York ‘ 




Notice of formation of Drive Eleven LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 3-30-07. SSNY designated as Agent 
of LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to Drive Eleven LLC, 145 
Sixth Avenue, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10013. Pur- 
pose: Any lawful activity. B p23-2s 


CONDOS 



ion, please caH (718) 237-4360 

it www.bridgeviewtower.com 


LAND AVAILABLE 


Rewind, Relax, Retreat... 



HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 


REAL ESTATE AGENTS 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights »Carr 




sburg/Bush' 


Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


EMPLOYMENT 


Speech -Language Pathologist 



St., Brooklyn, I 


MARSHAL'S OFFICE HIRING 

DATA ENTRY CLERK 
Exp. nec., comp. lit. a must. 
$8. 50/hr 

(718)238-7773 


Brooklyn Hts. Good Salary, 
Benefits, Great Team and Perks. 

Send resume to 
jdias@vitaldentus.com or fax to 

212-668-5252 xai 

Kitchen Helper 

Wanted in Besonhurst 

Cleaning & Prep, Fulltime. 
Delivery Driver Needed Too. 

(718) 621-1260 


Assisted Living 

Prospect Park Assisted 
Living Facility, one of 
New York’s premier senior 
services centers, has im- 
mediate opening for a: 

Housekeeper 

Please send resumes to: 
Jim McWilliam 
One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Fax: (718)622-3995 
jmcwilliam@generationsms.com 


Or cc 


e in person 
m applicatio 
EOE 


a fill 


LEGAL NOTICES 


Notice of Formation of 365NOW, LLC, Intographics, Inc. and Tajuana 
Grant filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 1/4/07. Office 
loc.: NY County, SSNY designated as Agent of LLC upon whom proces 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 365 NOW, LLC, 
250 Hudson Street, 7th Floor, NY, NY 10013. Purpose: any and all lawfi 


Notice is hereby given that a license, number 1191141 
For Restaurant Wine License. 

Has been applied for by the undersigned to sell Beer & Wine 
Drink Cafe LLC. 

1054 Rogers Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226 for on premises cc 


Notice is hereby given that a license, number 1191470 
For Restaurant Wine License. 

Has been applied for by the undersigned to sell Beer & Wine 


SERVICES 


© 


TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting , Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized Center a: 


Facing Divorce? 


Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) ■ Spousal supprt • Custody/ 
visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts ■ Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(71 8) 522-61 1 8 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.0. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


i CLIP andSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs £ ( -\ \ <j) 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents / ~ "I (A 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Accountants || Travel Agent 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 


FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE 
LOCATED AT 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 



VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 

CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 


Dental Service 




NEED A VACATION? 

Last minute deals to any 
destination, hotel and air. 
We have cheap prices 
compare and save. 


Deals on FLORIDA, JAMAICA, 
MEXICO, VEGAS and much more 

NADRICHTRAVELS 


Merchandise For Sale 


Ditmas Park West Lawn Sale 
Sunday, June 10, 11am -4pm 

Coney Island Ave. to 
Marlbough Rd. 

Cortelyou Rd. to NewKirk Ave. 

Raindate June 17th ^ 

Sofa and Love Seat 

Captain’s Bed 
Bookcases 


# Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

s LOOKING TO BUY 

OM COOL FUNKY RETRO 


ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Private 

Investigator 

Find anyone, anywhere 
Flat fee $100 

(718)318-4393 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM a 
(718) 834-9350 ext 1i 


LEGAL NOTICES 


UNITED STATES DISTRTICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW 
YORK 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT OF KEVIN MESSINA, AS OWNER OF 
THE WAVE RUNNER SUNSET RUNNER, FOR EXONERATION FROM AND 
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
IN ADMIRALTY CIVIL ACTION NO. 07-1336 
JUDGE AMON 

MAGISTRATE JUDGE POHORELSKY 

NOTICE TO CLAIMANTS OF AMENDED COMPLAINT 

FOR EXONERATION FROM OR LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 

SUNSET RUNNER ("SUNSET RUNNER"), has filed an Amended Complaint 
(the "Complaint") pursuant to 46 U.S.C. §§ 30501, et seq. (2006) (formerly 46 

liability for alldaimsfor loss, damage, injury, or destruction allegedly caused 
by or resulting from the collision between John White and a rubber raft towed 
by the SUNSET RUNNER in the Gulf of Mexico in Sarasota County, Florida on 

with respect to which the Complaint seeks exoneration from or limitation of li- 
ability are admonished to file their respective claims, under oath, with the Clerk 
of Court, Brooklyn, New York, and to serve on the attorneys for plaintiff, James 
E. Forde, Esq. of Thacher Proffitt & Wood LLP, Two World Financial Center, 
New York, New York, 1 0281 , a copy thereof on or before the 4 th day of June, 
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Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 



A O Everything 

K IN. 

Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on s 


Soapstone, Slate, Limestone, Onyx! Stainless Steel, Corlan, Silestone, 
Zodiac, Caesar Stone, Okite and Ice Stone for countertops. 

336 9th Street ° p ^ w 7 A itI s di f c ^ eek 

(718) 369-6873 SauToam™ 5pm 1 ° : “n'll'a 6 rn 30 5' pm 


T 'Roof Decks Deck Refacing 

" Pool Decks Trex Easy Care 

Garden Decks A.C.Q. Pine 

Deck Restoration Hardwoods 

Power Washing P.V.C. Decking 

Sukkahs 

licensed _ 1-800-983-DECK 

BoflRed • Insured (i-soo- 983 - 3325 ) 

www.1800983deck.com 718-227-2629 


B®>BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 


vw.BobTekElectrical.com 
II or Repair Everything Electric 

1 -888-BOBTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 


It before 


mailable. 


| Christopher John 
Electrical Inc. 


Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 



ANY HOUSE 

EXTERMINATING INC. 


• Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

(718) 443-9134 

Don’t Be Bugged, Call NOW! 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


J 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING S AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate «i-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 lic#2oii 


Appliance Repair 


• Air Conditioners • 

• Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 

Renovations/Enlargments/Residential 
Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

jU5 T 17181855-1237 

Zf^RCHITECTURE 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

• (instruction Management - 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

architect 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.c( 



* Leinster '* 
Contracting 




Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 



FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 

LIC#1 069538 W31 


Bath, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

• Designed in your home 

• Custom fit to your closet 

• Installed by craftsmen with love 

HANDWORK. 

jiy appointment 

718-745-1399 





txattdifr g ujou.r ejcpeotatf 



Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 E 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


gall: 718-893-4006 



JH-JC TREE SERVICE Jf- 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs ™ 

FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work uce.«g s insured 

• Tree Removal • Free Load 

senior * stump Of Wood SE habla 

discount Grinding Chips ESPS " 0L 

* Pruning 


718 896 2158 T I 



718-CUT-THiE . 7T" 

A Division ofDmgonetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph A ve., Brooklyn, NY 


Carpentry Plus 


Carpet Cleaning 


Carpet Cleaning 

50X Cleaner & 20X Drier 

• Wall-to-Wall Carpet 

• Upholstery • Area Rugs 

• Tile & Grout Cleaning 

• Hardwood Floor 
Cleaning & Refinishing 
For a free demo visit 

preferredcarpetcleaning.com 

LICENSED • INSURED 

718-343-1424 


SOLUTIONS INC. 

Bofer Cleaning & Installation 
Gas & Oil Violations Corrected, 

718 762 9200 


Cleaning Services 


(eights Cleaning Service; 

Residential & Office Cleanin g j 


David Contreras (917^716-3437 j 
avid@heightscleaning.com I 
www.heighlscleaning.com 


Complete Cleaning 
love Out/Move in Clean-u 

Iffice ■ Residential - Genet; 


718-573-4165 




DECKS 


by Bart 


m 




ROOF • GARDE P 


Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist/Archit. Engine 


Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 
Complete House Removal 
Demolition 

We Carry Special/Demolidort Insurance 


FREE ESTIMATES!! tfb 

(718) 351-6273 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


PT Installations { 
Electrical Contractor £ 

Licensed & Insured/Residential Cor 



Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


miTfiraiiiiiiiifliiimiiiraira 

ANT termite 

Residential & J| 1 


Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 



(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 

Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 
Ornamental Steel, 

NEW Eon Fence 
Many Styles to Choose From 


MASTER FLOORING 

I NSTALLATION SANDING FINISHIN G 
All Kinds of LAMINATION 

Hardwood Floors $1.50/SQFT. 

$2.50/SQ.FT. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)278-0331 TIM 
(646) 372-2581 TIMUR A26 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

Fully G 71 fd 720 ' 2 ii 5 sSer 8 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation • Repairs 
•Scraping 'Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 

(917) 881-1728 

* Kells # 
Wood Floors 




t it’s Spring! 

Wake up your garden 


Annuals, perrennials, installations, 
Brownstone, Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

71 8-753-9741 ii; 


Furniture and Restoration Gilding 

David Faden 718.399.3231 


SAM THE GLAZIER 


CALL NED 


/Vallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 i30 


KBM I Contracting 

(718) 763-0379 


' 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN 

Masonry • Plastering 
Restoration 




tnging 



ic Tile V 
PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 
rcbobtbest@ve 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.ci 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


°!/Li 


IS 

Brooklyn? . ^ J 

V. -i 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


MB Pell 1*13 
Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave s D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

ible service. Wknds. avail, packing supplies, 

l71 8) 843-4417 

Howard Beadf,°NY 11414 


TOP HAT MOVERS 
718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


21 49 E. 72nd. St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 ^ 

- / TIP 
J TOP 
™ MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT # 36694 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 



-pna 

[j Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 9 


718.522.3534 


SUNSHINE 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

IWriklZ 

(866) 748-6990 
ivww.sunshinepaintingny.com 


Painting 
$100 per room 

From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


A FLOW WATER MECHANICAL CORP. 

and Fire Suppression 

(718)339-2995 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
«im Plumbing SH 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 

All Roofing, Rubber, Leaders, 
Gutters Skylights. 

Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

20th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 


Rubbish Removal 


Rubbish Removal In 

ivww.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 

Great Neighborhood References 


anteed Competitive Prices! 


TELEPHONE JACKS 

INSTALLATION/REPAIR 
Business & Residential 

$75 Per Jack 

(Verizon charges $201 /Jack) 

917-482-5135 

718-528-7615 


Call CaHos e 888-727-3235 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 15 




























































